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NoÅ¡kovÃ¡

Description

The Wimbledon 2026 womenâ??s final has been set, and it is one for the history books. KarolÃna
MuchovÃ¡ and Linda NoÅ¡kovÃ¡ will face each other on Centre Court on Saturday, 11 July, in the first
all-Czech Grand Slam final in the Open Era. Neither player has won a Grand Slam singles title before.
One of them will make history.

MuchovÃ¡ Survives a Match Point to Reach the Wimbledon 2026
Womenâ??s Final

KarolÃna MuchovÃ¡â??s path to Saturdayâ??s final was the stuff of pure drama. The No. 10 seed
dispatched three former Grand Slam champions â?? Barbora KrejÄ•ÃkovÃ¡, Naomi Osaka, and Coco
Gauff â?? in succession, a feat achieved by only five players in the Open Era. Her semi-final against
Gauff was a rollercoaster that ended 6-2, 1-6, 7-6(10) in an agonising super tie-break.

MuchovÃ¡ built a 6-3 lead in the deciding tie-break only for Gauff â?? one of the great competitors in
womenâ??s tennis â?? to claw back furiously. At 9-8, serving for the match with a drop shot, Gauff
netted. MuchovÃ¡ then saved the match point and hit a lob winner to take her second chance. At 29
years and 312 days old at the start of the tournament, she is the oldest player to reach her first
Wimbledon final since Nathalie Tauziat in 1998.
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Source: Womenâ??s Tennis Association official website (wtatennis.com)

Muchova brings ten consecutive match wins into Saturdayâ??s final, her longest winning streak ever on
the WTA Tour. Her net play is outstanding, her angles are precise, and she seems to grow in stature
when it matters most. She reached a Grand Slam final once before â?? Roland-Garros 2023, where
she lost to Iga Å?wiÄ tek â?? and has been building towards this moment ever since.

NoÅ¡kovÃ¡: The Young Czech Making Her First Grand Slam
Final

At just 21 years and 234 days old, Linda NoÅ¡kovÃ¡ is the youngest player to reach the Wimbledon
womenâ??s final since Petra KvitovÃ¡ in 2011 â?? and KvitovÃ¡ is one of her personal heroes. The
ninth seedâ??s run to Centre Court has been remarkably composed for someone experiencing their
maiden Grand Slam final. She dispatched Elise Mertens in the quarter-finals and then beat Marta
Kostyuk 6-4, 6-4 in the semis without dropping a set in either match.

NoÅ¡kovÃ¡â??s game is built on a thunderous serve and an aggressive, shot-making style that makes
life miserable for opponents on grass. Since 2025, she has accumulated more wins on grass than any
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other player on the WTA Tour â?? 19 matches â?? and her title at the Berlin warmup event showed she
can handle the pressure of going deep in big tournaments. Her movement and decision-making have
improved dramatically over the past year.

Source: Womenâ??s Tennis Association official website (wtatennis.com)

â??Walking on Centre Court â?? it was my first-ever time being there, not even as a spectator,â?•
NoÅ¡kovÃ¡ said. â??It was a nice moment. Now Iâ??m focusing on the next match.â?• That focus and
maturity, combined with a serve that could be the most potent weapon on display at SW19, makes her
an extremely dangerous opponent for MuchovÃ¡.

The Czech Legacy and Whatâ??s at Stake

Saturdayâ??s final is the first all-Czech womenâ??s Grand Slam final since the Open Era began,
mirroring â?? in nationality, if not in setting â?? the all-American Williams sister finals of the past. Czech
tennis has a proud tradition of producing Wimbledon champions: Navratilova, MandlÃkovÃ¡, Sukova,
NovotnÃ¡, Å afÃ¡Å?ovÃ¡, KvitovÃ¡. NoÅ¡kovÃ¡ and MuchovÃ¡ are both aware of that legacy and both, in
their own way, speak about it with genuine reverence.
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MuchovÃ¡ leads their only head-to-head meeting 1-0, from the 2025 US Open on hard courts. But grass
at Wimbledon is a different surface entirely, and NoÅ¡kovÃ¡â??s grass record suggests the advantage
could easily flip. This is a final with no clear favourite â?? and that, frankly, makes it unmissable.

It has been a spectacular fortnight at SW19 already. Earlier in the tournament, Naomi Osaka stunned
Aryna Sabalenka, while Alexandra Eala produced one of the upsets of the year against Iga Å?wiÄ tek.
The womenâ??s draw has delivered extraordinary drama throughout, and on Saturday it will deliver a
champion that the sport of tennis will be talking about for years.

For more tennis and sports coverage, visit our Sports section.
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