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Description

Vacancy does not stop Singapore-property tax.

A vacant residential property is generally taxed at hon-owner-occupier residential rates, and a?7?I
receive no renta?eis not a valid Annual Value objection.

Property tax follows ownership, not rent received

IRAS explains that property tax applies whether a property is owner-occupied, rented or vacant. It is
distinct from income tax on rental income. Do not forecast zero property tax merely because the keys
are with a contractor or agent. (IRAS property-tax rates)

An individual or married couple must own and reside in the property. A vacant property is among the
cases IRAS lists as ineligible. Record the actual move-out and move-in dates and update IRAS
promptly.

Situation What changes
You continue to live in the home Check owner-occupier rates

The home is empty during renovation or
between uses

You are demolishing and rebuilding for own
occupation

Budget non-owner-occupier rates

Test the specific building or land remission

Use non-owner-occupier rates and handle rental

The property is rented out income separately

Related: handle the move-out notification

Vacancy is not an Annual Value objection
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https://www.iras.gov.sg/taxes/property-tax/property-owners/property-tax-rates
https://littlebigreddot.com/owner-occupier-property-tax-moving-out/
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IRAS does not accept lack of rental income or financial difficulty as grounds to object to Annual Value.
AV is based on estimated market rent for comparable property. Challenge only a supportable valuation
fact, such as materially wrong property attributes or comparable evidence. (IRAS owner-occupier rates)

IRAS states property tax remains payable while a property is vacant or undergoing renovation. Include
the higher-rate period in the renovation budget and cash flow.

Example: A household moves out on 1 September while renovating and returns on 1 December. The
three-month vacancy does not erase property tax. The household should model the non-owner-
occupier rate for the vacant period and submit the occupation change with evidence.

A narrow land remission is different

Specific remission may apply to qualifying land under development for a future owner-occupied house.
It is not a general empty-home concession. Test every condition and file through the designated service
before relying on it.

Owner-occupier treatment can be-reconsidered when the owner actually moves back in, subject to
IRAS rules and evidence. Keep utility, address and occupation records that show the genuine return
date.

Related: build a valid Annual Value objection
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https://www.iras.gov.sg/taxes/property-tax/property-owners/property-tax-reliefs/lower-property-tax-rates-for-owner-occupied-residential-properties
https://littlebigreddot.com/object-annual-value-singapore-evidence-plan/

