
UEFA Conference League Final 2026: Crystal Palace vs Rayo Vallecano â??
History-Makers Meet In Leipzig

Description

European footballâ??s most heartwarming final in years arrives on Wednesday, 27 May when Crystal
Palace and Rayo Vallecano contest the UEFA Conference League Final 2026 at Leipzig Stadium. For
both clubs, this is uncharted territory â?? a maiden European final that few could have predicted when
the summerâ??s continental adventure began. Palace are bidding to complete a stunning back-to-back
double after their FA Cup triumph at Wembley in 2025, while the Madrid minnows from Vallecas arrive
as Spainâ??s most romantic story of the season. History will be made in Leipzig. The only question is
whose name gets engraved on the trophy.
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Crystal Palaceâ??s Road To The UEFA Conference League
Final 2026

The Eaglesâ?? journey through Europe this season has been one of the most compelling storylines in
the continentâ??s third-tier club competition. Oliver Glasner â?? the Austrian manager who famously
won the Europa League with Eintracht Frankfurt in 2022 â?? has transformed Crystal Palace into a
team that does not merely survive in Europe but genuinely thrives. After collecting the FA Cup at
Wembley last May, Glasner has brought his trademark high-energy pressing game to the UECL stage.

Palace entered in the play-off round, dispatching Norwegian side Fredrikstad before navigating a mixed
league phase in which they beat Dynamo Kyiv 2-0 in Poland and thrashed Shelbourne 3-0 in Dublin,
while suffering defeats to AEK Larnaca and Strasbourg. Come the knockout rounds, Glasnerâ??s side
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found their rhythm decisively. They edged past Zrinjski Mostar in the last-16 play-off, then eliminated
AEK Larnaca in extra time in Cyprus. The defining statement came in the quarter-finals: a stunning 3-0
demolition of Fiorentina at Selhurst Park, followed by a composed 2-1 defeat in Florence, sealed a
comfortable 4-2 aggregate victory.

The semi-final against Shakhtar Donetsk was more straightforward than anticipated. A 3-1 first-leg win
in Krakow â?? just as other English sides have been making their mark in European finals â?? gave
Glasnerâ??s side the platform they needed, and the Eagles held on comfortably at Selhurst Park in the
second leg to book their place in Leipzig. For a club that had never reached a major European final until
this season, it is a genuinely historic achievement.

Rayo Vallecano â?? Spainâ??s Unlikely UECL Finalists

From the working-class barrio of Vallecas in Madrid, Rayo Vallecano have always been a club of the
people. Passionate, community-rooted, and perpetually underestimated, they are the kind of side that
neutral supporters adopt the moment they encounter. Under 38-year-old head coach Ã•Ã±igo PÃ©rez
â?? who cites the great Marcelo Bielsa as his primary philosophical influence â?? Rayo have grown
into a cohesive, fearless unit in 2025/26.

This is only Rayoâ??s second-ever UEFA campaign. Their previous continental adventure ended in a
2000/01 UEFA Cup quarter-final defeat to fellow Spaniards AlavÃ©s. Now, a quarter of a century later,
Vallecano stand on the threshold of history. Their semi-final was convincingly handled: two legs against
Strasbourg produced a clinical 2-0 aggregate win, with creative winger Isi PalazÃ³n pulling the strings
throughout. Goalkeeper Augusto Batalla has been in extraordinary form all season, keeping 17 clean
sheets across 45 games in all competitions â?? a number that tells the story of Rayoâ??s defensive
organisation under PÃ©rez.

The Leipzig support wearing red-and-white vertical stripes will carry more than club pride. They
represent working-class football finding its moment at the top table of European competition. Read all
our European football coverage here.

Key Players In The UEFA Conference League Final 2026
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Crystal Palaceâ??s attacking threat will be channelled primarily through Ismaila Sarr. The Senegalese
winger has been sensational throughout the UECL campaign â?? electric with pace, direct in his
running, and composed in front of goal. Colombian right wingback Daniel MuÃ±oz has been
Palaceâ??s best player all season by the numbers, rated 7.21 in the league, and his energy on the right
flank will stretch any defence. In attack, Jean-Philippe Mateta â?? 11 Premier League goals this term
â?? brings the physical aggression and finishing quality to lead the line.

Rayoâ??s danger man is undoubtedly Isi PalazÃ³n, a versatile right winger who has contributed seven
goals and as many assists in 49 games. His left foot and creative vision have undone far more fancied
opponents throughout this campaign. Behind him, Florian Lejeune â?? the French centre-back English
fans remember from his Newcastle United days â?? marshals Rayoâ??s compact, well-drilled
defensive block. And then there is Batalla in goal, whose reflexes and command of his area could prove
decisive if Crystal Palaceâ??s chances start arriving.

UEFA Conference League Final 2026 â?? Prediction and Verdict
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Both clubs arrive in Leipzig with genuine footballing identities and legitimate claims to this trophy. Rayo
are the romantics, tactically adventurous and entirely unburdened by expectation. Crystal Palace,
Premier League-tested and guided by a manager with proven European pedigree, carry the weight of
the occasion â?? but that pressure will be countered by the hunger of a squad that already knows what
it feels like to lift silverware at Wembley.

Oliver Glasner has been in this position before. He delivered in Seville in 2022. The quality in
Palaceâ??s final third, the defensive solidity that Dean Henderson provides, and the individual brilliance
of Sarr and MuÃ±oz should prove the decisive difference. Expect a tight contest in the first half as Rayo
look to frustrate, with Palaceâ??s quality eventually telling after the interval.

Prediction: Crystal Palace 2-1 Rayo Vallecano. The Eagles fly to Leipzig â?? and they are flying to
win.
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