
Thailand Visa Exemption Change: What Singaporeans Must Check

Description

Thailandâ??s Cabinet approved replacing the broad 60-day exemption with revised 30-day and
15-day schemes, but the change takes effect only 15 days after the relevant Royal Gazette
announcement. Check Thailandâ??s live consular list and the stay date stamped at entry. This
guide is for a singapore passport holder booking or extending a thailand trip while the 2026 visa-
exemption revision is being implemented and resolves one task: verify the live permitted-stay rule
instead of relying on an old 60-day article or a future policy announcement. The material claims were
checked against Thai Consular Affairs revision notice and Thai Consular Affairs live exemption list.

Choose the route that matches your case

Situation What to do
Travel date is before the published effective
date

Use the rule in force on arrival

Royal Gazette commencement has been
published

Use the new country-specific scheme

Trip could exceed the permitted stamp Obtain the correct visa or lawful extension route

Airline page conflicts with Thai MFA
Ask the airline to reconcile with the current controlling
notice

Separate approval from commencement

The 19 May announcement records Cabinet approval but says detailed Ministry of Interior measures
will be published in the Royal Gazette and begin 15 days later. According to Thai Consular Affairs
revision notice, the controlling detail for this branch is the specific rule or service condition cited here.

A headline announcing the decision is not itself the effective entry rule.
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Check both unilateral and bilateral routes

Singapore can appear under more than one historic exemption basis. The 2026 reform aims to remove
overlapping privileges and assign one route per country or territory. According to Thai Consular Affairs
live exemption list, the controlling detail for this branch is the specific rule or service condition cited
here.

Use the current official country list rather than assuming the broadest old scheme survives.

Verify close to departure

Check the Thai consular page when booking, again before online check-in and once more if the trip
spans a policy change. According to Thai Consular Affairs revision notice, the controlling detail for this
branch is the specific rule or service condition cited here.

Save the dated official page or airline confirmation, but understand that border officers apply the law in
force.

Read the entry stamp

The permitted-until date recorded at entry is the practical deadline for that admission. A return ticket
does not extend it. According to Thai Consular Affairs live exemption list, the controlling detail for this
branch is the specific rule or service condition cited here.

Inspect the stamp or digital record before leaving immigration and ask immediately if it appears wrong.

Do not build a trip around an unconfirmed extension

An extension is a separate immigration decision with its own eligibility and fee. According to Thai
Consular Affairs revision notice, the controlling detail for this branch is the specific rule or service
condition cited here.

If the trip needs more days than the verified visa-free period, apply for the appropriate visa before
travel.

Keep entry basics ready

Carry a valid passport, onward plan, accommodation details and funds evidence required by the current
entry guidance. According to Thai Consular Affairs live exemption list, the controlling detail for this
branch is the specific rule or service condition cited here.

A visa exemption waives a visa requirement; it does not guarantee admission.

Run the numbers or sequence
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A traveller sees an old page promising 60 days and a newer report saying 30 days. The safe method is
to identify the Gazette effective date, check Singapore on the live Thai MFA list, and plan to the entry
stamp rather than either headline.

The calculation or sequence above is an LBRD working example. Replace every example input with the
amount, date, access condition or document from your own case. Keep the official rate or threshold
beside the working so another person can reproduce the answer.

Build a verification note another person can check

Before acting, create a one-page case note headed with the task, the date checked and the person
responsible. Copy only the facts that affect your decision, then attach the statement, booking,
application, receipt, map record or screenshot that supplies your own input. This separates a published
rule from a personal assumption. If the official page changes, keep the earlier dated record but rework
the decision with the live version.

Controlling source What to verify What to retain

Thai Consular Affairs
revision notice

19 May 2026 Cabinet decision, planned
scheme changes and Royal Gazette
commencement condition.

Record the page date, the
exact rule used and the case
input it governs.

Thai Consular Affairs
live exemption list

Current official lists of visa-exempt countries
and bilateral ordinary-passport agreements.

Record the page date, the
exact rule used and the case
input it governs.

Read the source in context, including definitions, exceptions and effective dates. A relevant page is not
proof by itself: the cited passage must contain the particular rate, deadline, eligibility condition, access
rule or warning used here. Where two official channels appear inconsistent, pause and ask the authority
about the exact case rather than choosing the more convenient answer.

Use the guide with its limits

Travel rules can change between booking and boarding. Check the competent authority, then the
operating airline or border channel, and keep the dated confirmation offline. The officer or carrier
applying the live rule remains decisive.

No interview, personal use, fresh field visit, survey result or price check is claimed unless explicitly
stated. Availability, fees and procedures can change. Reopen the linked authority page immediately
before payment, travel, filing or emergency use.

Before you act

1. Open the live Thai MFA list
2. Find the Gazette effective date
3. Confirm Singaporeâ??s assigned scheme
4. Check passport and onward travel
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5. Recheck before departure
6. Read the entry stamp
7. Plan a visa if the stay is longer

Mistakes that change the outcome

Treating Cabinet approval as immediate law
Relying on an old 60-day blog
Assuming exemption guarantees entry
Ignoring the stamped date
Planning an unconfirmed extension

Continue with the relevant LBRD guide

Next, separate arrival tools from visa permission. You can also compare another regional entry process
.

Questions readers ask

Did Thailand approve a change?

Yes, on 19 May 2026.

Did the announcement itself start the new period?

No. It says commencement follows Royal Gazette publication by 15 days.

What date controls my stay?

The rule in force on entry and the permitted stay recorded by immigration.
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