
Thailand Visa Exemption Change: What Singaporeans Must Check

Description

Thailandâ??s Cabinet approved replacing the broad 60-day exemption with revised 30-day and 15-day
schemes, but the change takes effect only 15 days after the relevant Royal Gazette announcement.

Check Thailandâ??s live consular list and the stay date stamped at entry.

Separate approval from commencement

The 19 May announcement records Cabinet approval but says detailed Ministry of Interior measures
will be published in the Royal Gazette and begin 15 days later. A headline announcing the decision is
not itself the effective entry rule. (Thai Consular Affairs revision notice)

Singapore can appear under more than one historic exemption basis. The 2026 reform aims to remove
overlapping privileges and assign one route per country or territory. Use the current official country list
rather than assuming the broadest old scheme survives.

Situation What changes
Travel date is before the published effective
date

Use the rule in force on arrival

Royal Gazette commencement has been
published

Use the new country-specific scheme

Trip could exceed the permitted stamp Obtain the correct visa or lawful extension route

Airline page conflicts with Thai MFA
Ask the airline to reconcile with the current controlling
notice

Related: separate arrival tools from visa permission

Verify close to departure
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Check the Thai consular page when booking, again before online check-in and once more if the trip
spans a policy change. Save the dated official page or airline confirmation, but understand that border
officers apply the law in force. (Thai Consular Affairs live exemption list)

The permitted-until date recorded at entry is the practical deadline for that admission. A return ticket
does not extend it. Inspect the stamp or digital record before leaving immigration and ask immediately if
it appears wrong.

Example: A traveller sees an old page promising 60 days and a newer report saying 30 days. The safe
method is to identify the Gazette effective date, check Singapore on the live Thai MFA list, and plan to
the entry stamp rather than either headline.

Do not build a trip around an unconfirmed extension

An extension is a separate immigration decision with its own eligibility and fee. If the trip needs more
days than the verified visa-free period, apply for the appropriate visa before travel.

Carry a valid passport, onward plan, accommodation details and funds evidence required by the current
entry guidance. A visa exemption waives a visa requirement; it does not guarantee admission.

Related: compare another regional entry process
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