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Spain trained in Los Angeles on 1 July ahead of their Round of 32 clash. Photo: RFEF
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Spainâ??s golden generation heads into the 2026 FIFA World Cup Round of 32 brimming with
confidence as Luis de la Fuenteâ??s side prepare to face Austria in Los Angeles. La Roja trained at
their California base on 1 July, with the head coach holding a pre-match press conference that same
evening â?? and the mood around the Spanish camp is relaxed, purposeful, and hungry for more.

Spain arrive at this stage as one of the tournamentâ??s most feared sides. The reigning European
Champions, having lifted the Henri Delaunay Trophy at Euro 2024 in Germany with a brand of football
that left the continent breathless, have carried that swagger into the World Cup on American soil. De la
Fuente has assembled a squad that balances youthful exuberance with experienced craft, and they
have looked every inch the contenders many had tipped them to be before a ball was kicked.

For fans in Singapore following the World Cup from afar, this is one of the most eagerly anticipated ties
of the Round of 32 â?? not least because Spainâ??s attacking play has been a joy to watch throughout
the group stage. Lamine Yamal, the teenage prodigy who became the youngest scorer at a major
international tournament, continues to dazzle. Alongside him, Pedri orchestrates from midfield,
Alejandro Balde charges forward from left-back, and the entire unit functions with a fluid, pressing
intensity that makes Spain deeply difficult to play against.

Austria, however, deserve significant respect. The Austrians have qualified for consecutive World Cups
and are no longer a novelty act on the world stage â?? they are a well-drilled, tactically astute side
under their head coach, capable of frustrating even the very best. Marcel Sabitzer brings creativity and
energy in midfield, while their defensive shape is compact and disciplined. Austria do not tend to open
up and trade blows; they look to absorb pressure and strike on the counter-attack with pace and
precision.
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De la Fuente puts his squad through their paces in LA. The intensity of the sessions
underlines Spainâ??s hunger for progression. Photo: RFEF

Spainâ??s record against Austria is overwhelmingly positive, and historically the Austrians have rarely
troubled La Roja at major tournaments. But knockout football has a habit of throwing up surprises, and
Austria will be keenly aware that one disciplined performance, a moment of set-piece quality, or a
goalkeeping masterclass could turn this tie on its head. The pressure of a World Cup last-32 stage is
immense â?? even for a team as experienced as Spain.

From Spainâ??s perspective, the key will be taking their chances. They have the quality to create
plenty of opportunities, but in knockout football, wastefulness in front of goal can prove fatal. De la
Fuente will likely urge his forwards to be clinical from the first whistle, seeking to put the tie to bed early
and avoid any late drama. Austria, meanwhile, will be hoping for a cagey, low-scoring affair that stays
alive deep into the second half.

The location â?? Los Angeles â?? adds a certain glamour to this fixture. The World Cup has brought an
electric atmosphere to venues across the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and California has been
no exception. The fans inside the stadium will be treated to what should be a high-quality, technically
demanding encounter.
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Spain are heavy favourites, and for good reason. Their squad depth, their tactical versatility, and their
sheer quality across all areas of the pitch make them extraordinarily difficult to beat over 90 minutes. If
they play to their potential, this should be a comfortable progression into the Round of 16. Yet Austria
have earned their place here, and they will make Spain work for every inch. Expect a measured first
half as Austria look to stay in the game, with Spainâ??s class eventually shining through as the match
opens up.

For Singapore football fans, this is a match well worth the late-night alarm. Spain at a World Cup
knockout stage, firing on all cylinders, is one of the finest spectacles that football offers â?? and with
Yamal, Pedri, and company in the XI, the entertainment level is virtually guaranteed.

The World Cup 2026 is being held across the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Follow LBRD Sports
for round-by-round coverage of The Beautiful Game.
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