
Spain 0-0 Cabo Verde: How Vozinha Held Off La Roja

Description

Spain and Cabo Verde drew 0-0 in Atlanta on 15 June 2026, and the central fact is simpler than the
online noise suggested: Spain controlled long spells but could not beat goalkeeper Vozinha or a
compact Cabo Verde defence. This account explains what happened, which moments were decisive
and which numbers can safely be repeated.

For Singapore readers catching up after the tournament, this is a verification-first match report rather
than a live blog. It does not repeat an earlier unsupported shot total, and it does not describe the draw
as proof that Spain were poor for the whole tournament. It deals with this Group H opener on its own
evidence.

Verified result at a glance

Item Verified record
Result Spain 0-0 Cabo Verde

Date and stage 15 June 2026, Group H matchday one

Venue Atlanta Stadium, Atlanta, United States

Player of the match Vozinha, as recorded by the RFEF

Spainâ??s next group match Saudi Arabia in Atlanta on 21 June

The RFEF match sheet records Luis de la Fuente starting Unai Simon behind Marcos Llorente, Pau
Cubarsi, Aymeric Laporte and Marc Cucurella. Rodri captained a midfield that also included Pedri and
Fabian Ruiz, while Ferran Torres, Gavi and Mikel Oyarzabal formed the starting attack. Cabo Verde
captain Ryan Mendes started ahead of a defensive unit protected by Vozinha.

How the stalemate developed

Minute Verified passage Why it mattered
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10
Pedri met a low Ferran Torres cross
but sent the effort narrowly wide.

Spain found an early route to the edge
of the area without converting.

15
Pedri shot from outside the box and
Vozinha stopped the attempt.

The goalkeeper was already dealing
cleanly with Spainâ??s better efforts.

39
Ferran Torres hit the crossbar;
Oyarzabal then forced a major save.

Spainâ??s clearest first-half sequence
produced no goal.

Before
half-time

Ferran and Laporte had further
attempts repelled.

Cabo Verde reached the interval level
after sustained pressure.

70
Mikel Merino and Lamine Yamal
entered for Fabian Ruiz and Gavi.

Spain changed the profile of its midfield
and wide threat.

81 and 87
Dani Olmo and Nico Williams were
introduced.

Late attacking changes still could not
open the defence.

That sequence explains the result better than a dramatic label. Spain reached dangerous areas, struck
the frame of the goal and forced interventions, yet Cabo Verde kept its spacing and protected the
second ball. Vozinhaâ??s contribution was not one isolated save. The official Spanish report describes
repeated stops before and after half-time and names him the matchâ??s best player.

What was corrected in this version

Earlier presentation 3 September 2026 treatment

A precise 27-shot claim
Removed because the two controlling reports used for
verification did not substantiate that number.

A superlative claim about one of
the greatest defensive displays

Replaced with a specific account of the saves,
crossbar and substitutions.

An 846-pixel image with an unclear
reuse basis

Replaced by an inspected 5000-pixel CC BY-SA 4.0
Spain file photo, clearly labelled as a later match
image.

No linked source ledger
Added inline links to the RFEF and FIFA records used
for consequential claims.

This distinction matters. A match report can be lively without upgrading an inference into a statistic or a
statistic into history. The confirmed evidence supports a strong conclusion: Cabo Verde defended
effectively and their goalkeeper decided several high-value moments. It does not require an invented
rank or an untraceable total.

A repeatable fact-check for this match

If a claim about the game contains a score, minute, player or venue, check it against the official match
sheet before repeating it. The RFEF record supports the 0-0 score, the 15 June date, the Atlanta
venue, the listed line-ups, the Ferran crossbar, the substitution minutes and Vozinhaâ??s award. Those
are safe anchors for a recap.
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If the claim instead uses language such as â??greatest everâ?•, gives a precise total that the official
records do not display, or assigns a ranking without naming the table and date, treat it as unverified.
The correct editorial response is to remove it or attach a source that contains that exact claim. A source
about the same match is not enough if it does not support the particular number.

What Singapore viewers can take from the match

The useful tactical lesson is about conversion rather than possession alone. Spain changed four
attacking or creative positions after the 70th minute, but the pattern remained crowded around the box.
Cabo Verde kept the goalkeeper protected, survived the most dangerous first-half sequence and did
not allow the substitutions to turn pressure into a clean finish.

If you are comparing other matches from the tournament, read our verified report on Germanyâ??s
group-stage win over Curacao. Readers looking for the local viewing context can also use our guide to
World Cup viewing options in Singapore. Those pages serve different intents and do not duplicate this
match report.

Bottom line

The verified answer is 0-0. Spain had the better chances described by the RFEF, including Ferran
Torres hitting the crossbar, but Vozinha and Cabo Verde protected the clean sheet. The draw was a
notable opening result, while the enduring value of the match is the specific evidence of how the
underdog resisted, not an unsupported number or a retrospective exaggeration.

Sources and verification

The consequential scores, dates, records and statistics in this article are traced to the governing-body
and competition records below.

RFEF: official Spanish match report and match sheet
FIFA: official tournament match report
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