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Description

The useful distinction: Singapore public transport fare savings in 2026 are not one islandwide free-
ride scheme. Most weekday rail users can receive up to S$0.50 off when they tap in before 7.45am. A
narrower free morning off-peak rail scheme applies to journeys starting at specified North East Line or
Sengkang-Punggol LRT stations before 7.30am or from 9am to 9.45am. Travel Smart Journeys adds
separate rebates for eligible bus travel after registration.

This guide was checked on 15 July 2026. Operating windows, eligible services, fare rules and app
terms can change. Check LTA and SimplyGo before reorganising work or caregiving around a discount.

Three savings schemes, three different tests

Scheme Current published test Registration Main trap
Morning
Pre-Peak
Fares

Tap in before 7.45am at any rail
station on weekdays, excluding public
holidays, for savings of up to S$0.50.

No separate
programme
registration stated.

â??Up toâ?• is not a flat
S$0.50 reduction on
every trip.

Free
Morning Off-
Peak Rail

Start at one of six eligible NEL stations
or any SPLRT station before 7.30am
or between 9am and 9.45am on
weekdays, excluding public holidays.

No; use the same fare
card or payment mode
to tap in and out.

The first rail trip is free;
other legs do not
automatically become
free.

Travel
Smart
Journeys

Eligible connecting bus trips or
specified express-bus alternatives
during the published weekday morning
windows.

Yes; enrol through the
SimplyGo app.

Points and redemption
conditions apply, and not
every bus service
qualifies.

The six named NEL stations are Punggol Coast, Punggol, Sengkang, Buangkok, Hougang and Kovan.
The free-rail scheme also covers journeys starting at any Sengkang-Punggol LRT station in the stated
windows. Read LTAâ??s live journey-planning page before assuming an interchange or direction is
covered.
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How the northeast schemes can combine

A commuter who starts at an eligible station outside the morning peak may receive the free first rail trip
without registering. If that person also uses an eligible connecting bus and enrols in Travel Smart
Journeys, the bus leg may earn points worth an 80% rebate under the published terms. Alternatively,
eligible commuters who shift from the NEL to specified direct bus services can earn the stated rebate
on that journey fare.

LTA says the enhanced programme removed the previous qualifying-travel-history requirement.
Enrolment is through the SimplyGo app, and points can be redeemed in blocks of 500, equivalent to
S$5, as cash value credited to the travel card. A commuter should verify the current eligible services,
operating hours, earning date and redemption steps before counting a saving.

The March 2026 LTA update reported that almost 8% of NEL commuters had shifted outside the
7.30am-to-9am peak in the week of 2 February, while participation in Travel Smart Journeys had more
than doubled. Those network figures do not guarantee that a particular worker can shift safely or
productively.

Run a one-week commute test

Compare the whole door-to-door trip, not just the fare. Use five rows for each realistic option:

1. Tap-in window: record the actual first rail tap, not the time you leave home.
2. Eligible start and service: confirm the station, bus number and direction against the current

page.
3. Fare outcome: note the posted fare and any points separately; do not record unredeemed points

as cash received.
4. Time cost: include waiting, walking and the time between arrival and when work or school

begins.
5. Practical cost: include breakfast bought because of an earlier start, extra childcare, ride-hail

backup or lost sleep.

Test on ordinary weekdays, not only on the quietest day. A S$0.50 saving can be sensible when the
new time also creates a calmer trip. It is a poor exchange if it requires a paid breakfast, an extra
childcare hour or a schedule that cannot be sustained.

Payment and transfer details can erase an assumption

Use the same physical card, bank card or mobile wallet throughout a journey when the rule requires a
continuous payment identity. A mobile wallet token and the underlying physical card may be treated as
different payment modes. Tapping with different devices can prevent the system from linking legs as
expected.

The SimplyGo travel-information page sets out transfer fare rules and payment guidance. It also notes
that cash bus fares are charged per ride and are higher than fares paid using travel cards, bank cards
or mobile payments. Check the maximum transfer time, permitted number and sequence of transfers,
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and station re-entry restrictions for the intended route. Do not design a â??savingâ?• around an invalid
transfer.

Who benefits mostâ??and who should not force it

The strongest case is a commuter with flexible start time who already begins in the northeast and can
travel outside 7.30am to 9am without adding another paid service. A commuter elsewhere can still test
the islandwide pre-7.45am discount. Travel Smart Journeys is most relevant when an eligible bus is
already a reasonable first-mile, last-mile or direct alternative.

Do not force a shift that conflicts with safe sleep, medication timing, disability needs, school drop-off,
eldercare or an employerâ??s actual expectations. Ask for formal flexible-work approval where
necessary. A transport incentive is not permission to arrive at a different time.

For household budgeting context, LBRDâ??s live 2026 cost-of-living support calendar separates
transport decisions from government credits. LBRDâ??s money section contains wider cost and
savings guides. Neither changes LTA fare eligibility.

A commuter verification checklist

Check that the day is a weekday and not a public holiday.
Confirm the exact station where the rail journey starts.
Use the published tap-in window, not a planned arrival estimate.
Keep one payment mode through the relevant trip.
Register for Travel Smart Journeys before expecting bus points.
Confirm the bus service and direction remain eligible.
Review posted fares and points after several trips.
Stop the experiment if the time, safety or family cost outweighs the fare saving.

Bottom line: start with the scheme that matches your station and time. Verify it on the live page, test
the total commute for a week and count a rebate only after it posts. The best fare-saving commute is
one that remains workable after sleep, caregiving, transfer rules and time are priced in.
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