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Must-Read Japan Travel Guide: Tips, Hacks and Must-Do’s

Description

Japan is a dream destination for many tourists, and for good reason. From the iconic cherry blossoms
in spring to the bustling streets of Tokyo and the serene temples of Kyoto, Japan offers something for
everyone.

Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned traveler; this guide will help you plan your trip like a
pro. We've included essential tips, travel hacks; and must-do activities to make your Japan adventure
unforgettable.

Why Visit Japan?
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Spring (March to May) is one of the best times to visit Japan, especially for the world-famous cherry
blossom festival (Sakura season). The weather is mild, and the landscapes are breathtaking.

But Japan is a year-round destination, offering unique experiences in every season—from summer
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festivals to autumn foliage and winter snowscapes.
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Essential Pre-Trip Tips

1. Get an E-Sim for Seamless Connectivity

Staying connected is crucial for navigating Japan’s public transport, translating signs, and sharing your
travel adventures. Instead of renting a pocket Wi-Fi, consider purchasing an e-Sim for convenience
and cost-effectiveness.

? Pro Tip: Check out affordable Japan e-Sim options for unlimited data during your trip.

2. Book Your JR Pass in Advance

If you plan to explore beyond Tokyo (e.g., Kyoto, Osaka, or Hokkaido), the Japan Rail (JR) Pass is a
must. It offers unlimited travel on JR trains, including the Shinkansen (bullet trains), and can save you
a lot of money.

? Pro Tip: Purchase your JR Pass before your trip—it’s cheaper than‘buying it in Japan.

Klook.com

3. Consider Renting a Car for Off-the-Beaten-Path Adventures
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While Japan’s public transport is excellent, renting a car is ideal for exploring rural areas like Hokkaido
or the Japanese Alps.

? Pro Tip: International driving permits are required for Singaporeans. Book your car early for the best
rates. We have many self-drive itinerary done by our friend Kevin which you can check out here:

My 14 Days Travel Itinerary In Kyushu Japan 2023 — Day 1

Autumn in Japan, Two Weeks Self-Drive Travel Itinerary (Nagano, Hakone, Izu, Tokyo)

Catching Sakura: My 12 Days Self-Drive Itinerary through Sendai, Fukushima, Nikko, and
Tokyo in Spring.

Must-Do Activities in Japan

1. Experience Cherry Blossom Season

If you're visiting in spring, don’t miss the cherry blossoms! Popular spots include Ueno Park (Tokyo),
Maruyama Park (Kyoto), and Hiresaki Castle (Aomori).

? Pro Tip: Book a cherry blossom tour for a guided experience.
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2. Explore Tokyo’s Iconic Attractions
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Tokyo is a city of contrasts, blending modernity with tradition. Must-visit spots include:

e Shibuya Crossing: The world’s busiest pedestrian crossing.
e Asakusa and Senso-ji Temple: Tokyo’s oldest temple.
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e TeamLab Planets: An immersive digital art museum.

3. Discover Kyoto’'s Cultural Heritage
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Kyoto is the heart of traditional Japan. Visit the Fushimi Inari Shrine (famous for its red torii gates),
Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, and Kinkaku-ji (Golden Pavilion).

? Pro Tip: Join a Kyoto walking tour on Klook to learn about the city’s history.

4. Indulge in Japanese Cuisine
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From sushi and ramen to street food like takoyaki and matcha desserts, Japan is a food lover’s
paradise. Don’t miss:

e Tsukiji Fish Market (Tokyo) for fresh seafood.
e Dotonbori (Osaka) for street food.
¢ Nishiki Market (Kyoto) for local delicacies.

Travel Hacks for a Smooth Trip

1. Use IC Cards for Public Transport

IC cards like Suica or Pasmo are rechargeable cards that make traveling on trains, buses, and even
shopping at convenience stores a breeze.

? Pro Tip: Purchase a Suica card before your trip.
2. Book Attraction Tickets Online

Popular attractions like Tokyo Disneyland, Universal Studios Japan, and teamLab Borderless
often have long queues. Save time by booking, tickets'in advance.

3. Learn Basic Japanese Phrases

While many Japanese people speak English, learning a few phrases like “arigatou” (thank you) and
“sumimasen” (excuse me) can go a long way.
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4. Pack for the Season

Japan’s weather varies greatly by season. In spring, pack light layers and a jacket for cooler evenings.
In winter, bring warm clothing, especially if you're visiting Hokkaido.

Budget-Friendly Tips
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1. Stay in Business Hotels or Capsule Hotels: These are affordable and uniquely Japanese.
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2. Eat at Convenience Stores: Japanese convenience stores like 7-Eleven and Lawson offer
delicious and cheap meals.

3. Use Discount Passes: Many cities offer discount passes for tourists, such as the Tokyo Subway
Ticket.

Japan is a destination that promises unforgettable experiences, from its vibrant cities to its tranquil
countryside. By planning ahead and using the tips and hacks in this guide, you can make the most of
your trip.
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