
Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds 2026: Singapore Olympian Eyes Third World
Title In Portugal

Description

Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds 2026 begins on Saturday 9 May in Viana do Castelo, Portugal, and
Singaporeâ??s Olympic bronze medallist returns to the regatta that crowned him a teenage world
champion in 2023 and 2024. Eight days of racing, 26 nations on the start line, and a single goal for the
homeschooled 19-year-old who picked up his first kite at six in Wakatobi: a third Formula Kite World
Championship, and another piece of momentum on the road to Los Angeles 2028.
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Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds 2026: the Atlantic stage in
Portugal

The 2026 IKA Formula Kite World Championships are sanctioned by World Sailing and the International
Kiteboarding Association and run from 9 to 16 May at the Estuario do Lima in Viana do Castelo. The
Atlantic venue, on the northern coast of Portugal, is famed in sailing circles for its consistent thermal
breeze and short, sharp chop â?? conditions that reward the most technical kitefoilers in the fleet. The
schedule pairs a five-day qualifying series, in which sailors race for seeding into Gold and Silver fleets,

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 2
Footer Tagline



with a final-day medal series of eight-rider knockout heats. The fastest, most consistent racer through
the week wins the title.

Maeder has thrived on this format before. The Singaporean clinched the 2023 world title in The Hague
before the age of 17 and successfully defended in Hyeres in 2024, beating Italyâ??s Riccardo Pianosi
in a final-day knockout. He is the reigning Asian, World and European champion across his
disciplineâ??s senior and youth ranks, and his bronze in Marseille at the Paris 2024 Olympics â??
clinched on Singaporeâ??s National Day, 9 August 2024 â?? made him the youngest Olympic medallist
in the countryâ??s history.

Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds form line: post-Paris consistency

Since the Paris Games, Maeder has stayed in the upper bracket of the World Cup Series circuit. He
won the 2025 Formula Kite World Cup leg in Hyeres, took silver at the 2025 Allianz Sailing World
Championships in Cagliari and reached the medal series in every major regatta on the calendar. The
early-season programme in 2026 included a strong showing at the Trofeo SAR Princesa Sofia in
Mallorca and a top-three finish in Hyeres a fortnight before Worlds. The points sheet underlines the
consistency: Maeder has not finished outside the top six at a senior international event in three years.
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The challenge, as ever, is the depth of fleet. Pianosi remains the senior rival, while Slovakiaâ??s
Maximilian Pajor, Franceâ??s Axel Mazella and the United Kingdomâ??s Connor Bainbridge will all
expect to race for medals. Olympic champion Toni Vodisek of Slovenia is back after a calendar dip in
2025. The womenâ??s title â?? defended by Daniela Moroz of the United States and challenged by
Britainâ??s Ellie Aldridge, the Paris 2024 gold medallist â?? will run in parallel and add to the spectacle.

Singaporeâ??s high-performance pathway: SpEx, NSA support
and the LA 2028 horizon

Maeder is a Sport Excellence Scholarship (spexScholar) recipient, the apex of Singaporeâ??s high-
performance funding programme. The Singapore Sailing Federation, his National Sports Association,
has invested deeply in his programme of overseas training (200 days a year on the water in Croatia,
Mallorca and France) and elite sport-science support. The model has worked: Singapore now has a
serious LA 2028 medal contender and a homegrown blueprint for nurturing a niche-discipline athlete
from junior ranks all the way to a senior Olympic podium.

Singaporeâ??s broader sailing programme has lifted with him. Junior Lloyd Yeo and the womenâ??s
pathway through Yzane Yeo and Veronica Maeder are pushing harder than ever before; the Singapore
Sailing Federation talent identification scheme, launched after Tokyo 2020, has produced two further
Formula Kite Asian-level medallists. The Worlds in Portugal is, in that sense, more than a personal goal
â?? it is an early proof point for the next Olympic cycle and a marker of how Singapore is building elite
sailing talent.
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Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds: how to follow from Singapore
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World Sailing and IKA will live-stream selected Gold fleet races and the medal series via the
Olympics.com and IKA YouTube channels. Singapore time runs six hours ahead of Viana do
Casteloâ??s WEST (BST equivalent), so most race windows will land in late evening SGT â?? perfect
for living-room viewing through the weekend. The medal day on Saturday 16 May is the must-watch
â?? eight riders, three knockout rounds, one trophy.

For more on Singaporeâ??s recent sporting peaks, our coverage of the Lion City Sailorsâ?? unbeaten
SPL season and the Singapore Badminton Open 2026 home charge sit alongside the full Sports
section. Win or lose in Portugal, Max Maeder Formula Kite Worlds 2026 is another marker on
Singaporeâ??s most quietly distinguished sporting journey of the decade â?? and there is plenty more
to come.
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