
MakeIT at Libraries: Use the Free Equipment Without Wasting a Booking

Description

MakeIT at Libraries provides public access to fabrication equipment without equipment-use fees, but
some machines require certification and self-service access must be booked.

A successful visit begins with the project file and material constraints, not the machine name.

Start with the output

A 3D model, cut panel, printed decal and electronics prototype need different file formats, materials and
tolerances. Define dimensions, quantity, finish and deadline before choosing equipment. (National
Library Board MakeIT service)

MakeIT availability and equipment differ by library, and service locations can change as branches move
or redevelop. Use NLBâ??s current page and booking system for the selected site.

Situation What changes
You are new to the machine Choose a guided programme or certification first

You are certified and the job is self-directed Use the self-service booking route

The material is unfamiliar Check permitted materials before cutting or printing

The project is an event or commercial
production run

Confirm the service scope rather than assuming maker
access

Related: plan access to newer self-service libraries

Treat certification as a safety gate

NLB says certain machines require relevant MakeIT certification. Watching an online tutorial does not
create access. Book certification before a deadline-sensitive project. (National Library Board facility
booking)
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Thickness, composition, coatings and heat behaviour determine whether a material is safe for a
machine. Retain supplier specifications and ask the centre when uncertain.

Example: A user wants 20 laser-cut acrylic tags in a one-hour slot. If the material is not approved and
the vector file has duplicate paths, the machine time is lost. A one-tag proof, clean path audit and
material confirmation turn the visit into a feasible job.

Budget machine time honestly

Setup, calibration, failed test pieces and cooling or curing can consume a slot. Run a small proof and
leave margin instead of filling the bed with the final quantity.

Self-service access relies on the booking record, while fabrication errors often come from the wrong
export. Bring booking confirmation and version the production file separately from the editable source.

Define final dimensions and quantity
Choose the machine
Check the current location
Complete required certification
Confirm material acceptance
Prepare a test file
Bring booking proof and a backup

Related: prepare digital project files safely
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