COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

Light to Night Singapore 2026: A Landmark 10th Anniversary Celebration of Art
and Community

Description

Kickstart your new year with a burst of colour and creativity! Light to Night Singapore returns for its
landmark 10th edition. This year is particularly special. The festival is celebrating a decade of
transforming the Civic District into a luminous wonderland. Running from 9 to 31 January 2026, this
milestone edition marks the longest run in the festivala??s history. Consequently, visitors can enjoy the
festivities across four weekends for the very first time.

The theme for 2026 is &??The Power in Us.a?e« This theme beautifully highlights the strength of
community. It also celebrates the richness of diverse perspectives. Most importantly, it showcases the
magic that happens when people gather to co-create art. Whether you are a regular festival-goer or a
first-timer like me, there is an incredible sense of connection. The historic Civic District truly glows up
after sundown.
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A Meaningful First Visit to the National Gallery

Interestingly, | have lived in Singapore for years and frequent the surrounding museums. However, this
was actually my first time attending the Light to Night festival. | started my journey at the National
Gallery Singapore. It is just a short, breezy walk from City Hall MRT station.

As | arrived, | realized it had been far too long since | stepped inside this iconic building. This location
holds great significance for our nation. Standing at the entrance, you look directly across at the Padang
. This is the very site where our country hosted its first-ever National Day Parade.
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While | walked through the area, | noticed many glowing display boards. These boards indicate the
positions of the various artworks. They light up beautifully after dark. Furthermore, they guide visitors

through five key gathering points: the Padang, Empress Lawn, the Front Lawn at The Arts House, ACM
Green, and Esplanade Park.
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There is quite alot of walking ahead so leta??s tuck it with some bites. This potato is delicious, and |
seldom eat potatoes. | had 2 servings straight up and a 3rd if | could manage. Tasty max.
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A quick brief on this yeara??s Light to Night and the atmosphere is thick with anticipation!
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As we stepped out of the gallery, | caught this view of the skyline. A great piece of art over the years.

Introducing the SANTAI Series: Art to Relax By

One of the biggest highlights this year is the brand-new series titled SANTAI. This title is inspired by the
Malay word meaning a?7?to relaxa??. Therefore, this series invites audiences to gather and encounter
compelling artworks at a much slower pace.
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1. Gathering on the Lawn by Michael Lin

The Padang has been transformed into a site of collective participation. This is thanks to the renowned
Taiwanese artist Michael Lin. He is famous for monumental painting installations. These works turn
architectural spaces into immersive environments. Lin redefines painting as something to inhabit rather

than merely view.
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Michael Lina??s impressive portfolio includes works at the Hayward Gallery and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. For this festival, his work is titled Gathering on the Lawn. It features artist-designed
paper lantern bags. These bags are adorned with stunning batik-inspired motifs. Consequently, the
work invites the public to walk, create, and gather together.

Interestingly, participation extends beyond the moment. You can actually take these lantern bags
home! Thus, you carry a tangible piece of collective memory with you. On 16, 17, 23, and 24 January,
the work will be activated further. Specifically, there will be performance responses by The Artists
Village. This group is one of Singaporea??s earliest contemporary art collectives.
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The paper bag complements my thrift shop T-shirt. Not everyone can carry pink well, trust me.
2. brumblings: A Literary Playground

Next, head over to The Arts House at the Old Parliament. The Outdoor Lawn has become an
illuminated literary playground called brumblings. This work draws inspiration from Singaporean poet
Wahidah Tambee. Specifically, it looks at her visual poem collection titled Eke (2025).

The installation captures the awkward a??stucknessa?e of expression. It represents moments when
words fumble, stammer, and collide. Using tactile and playfully reimagined alphabet blocks, it reveals
the power of human imagination. Audiences are invited to form and scatter word entanglements. As a
result, new meanings emerge each time curiosity meets the work.
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brumblings by Aida Saa??ad and Wahidah Tambee at The Arts House at the Old Parliament, Outdo

Reminds me of a game called Boggle that is about forming words. But | enjoyed it more when | saw
them scrambling the blocks. Hehe.
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I would name it 4?}a?; Cloud.
3. Laruta??s Tears: Addressing Ecological Grief

At the ACM Green, you will find a thought-provoking piece called Laruta??s Tears. This is a
collaborative research work involving Gerimis, Youngsook Choi, and the Semai communities. These
communities hail from Pahang and Perak.

The piece reimagines the story of Larut the elephant. Larut is the symbolic link to the discovery of tin-
rich land in Perak. Through this perspective, the work reflects on naturea??s exploitation. It covers
everything from mining to monoculture. In contrast, it highlights ancestral Semai practices. These
practices embody a truly harmonious relationship with the environment.
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By Gerimis Art Project [Wen Di Sia & Sharon Yap (Malaysia)]) and Youngsook Choi (Korea); Music |
Bahari (Malaysia) at The Arts House at the Old Parliament, Facade

4. Batu Ghaib (The Unseen Stone)
Nearby, Batu Ghaib explores the relationship between mysticism and the environment. This work draws

on the Malay belief that ancestral spirits inhabit rocks. Specifically, it was inspired by the discovery of
the Singapore Stone.
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The artwork features a boulder split in half. The words timbul tenggelam are repeated over and over.
This translates to a??to appear or risea?e and a??to sink or disappear.a?e It sounds almost like an
incantation. Ultimately, it encourages us to see natural elements as objects with their own spirits.
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Digital Ecosystems and Indigenous Legacies

a+¥nA8iblA ma?? and Instar Dreaming

For fans of digital art, a+¥nA8§iblA ma?? is a mesmerizing four-minute digital meditation. It features a
synthetic thread that expands into fibre-optic ecosystems. By blending organic and artificial forms, it
interrogates digital resistance. It exposes how beauty and critique intertwine within our fragile
technological imagination.
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a+¥nA8iblA, ma?? (Ansiblomoo) by fyerool darma with rEmPit g0dDe$$ and Shif at the National Gall
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