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Ahead

Description

My name is Wilber and I love Korean drama. Recently there has been a lot of interest in the Kim Soo-
Hyun controversy. Here is an article about Kim Soo-Hyun from his early life till today.

Introduction: Anatomy of a Superstar

In the glittering, high-stakes world of South Korean entertainment, Kim Soo-Hyun stands as a towering
figure. His name is synonymous with blockbuster dramas, record-breaking viewership, and an enduring
global appeal. Over nearly two decades, he has meticulously crafted a career marked by versatility,
critical acclaim, and phenomenal popularity, transforming from a self-confessed shy teenager into one
of Asia’s most influential and highest-paid actors. His path, however, has not been without its
challenges, including navigating intense public scrutiny. This article provides an in-depth exploration of
Kim Soo-Hyun’s life, charting his evolution from his formative years to his status as a Hallyu (Korean
Wave) powerhouse as of March 2025. We’ll examine his breakthrough moments, career-defining roles,
artistic talents, personal ethos, recent controversies, and speculate on the future trajectory of this
enigmatic superstar.

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 1
Footer Tagline

https://www.straitstimes.com/life/entertainment/chats-allegedly-prove-kim-soo-hyun-dated-or-groomed-kim-sae-ron-when-she-was-15-lawyer
https://www.straitstimes.com/life/entertainment/chats-allegedly-prove-kim-soo-hyun-dated-or-groomed-kim-sae-ron-when-she-was-15-lawyer


The Early Days: Cultivating Talent in Quietude (1988 – Mid-2000s)

Born in Seoul on February 16, 1988, Kim Soo-Hyun’s early life wasn’t one naturally inclined towards
the spotlight. Raised largely by his mother after his parents’ early separation (his father, Kim Chung-
hoon, was known as the singer of the 80s band “Seven Dolphins”), he was notably introverted and
quiet during his childhood.

Recognizing his reserved nature, his mother made a fateful suggestion during his high school years:
try acting classes. This encouragement opened a new world for the young Soo-Hyun. Acting provided
a conduit for expression, helping him overcome his shyness and discover a burgeoning passion. He
found that embodying different characters allowed him to explore facets of personality previously
untapped. This newfound interest led him to participate in school plays like “Grease” and
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” laying the very first bricks of his acting foundation. 
He later enrolled at Chung-Ang University, majoring in Film and Theater Studies, though his rapidly 
accelerating career soon became his primary focus. 

 

First Steps on Camera: Building a Foundation (2007-2010)

Kim Soo-Hyun officially entered the television landscape in 2007 with a supporting role in the MBC 
sitcom “Kimchi Cheese Smile.”
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While a modest start, it was his initiation into the professional acting world. He continued taking smaller
roles, steadily gaining experience and exposure.   

His potential began to truly surface with his role in the 2009 SBS drama “Will It Snow for Christmas?”,
where he portrayed the younger version of the male lead, played by Go Soo. His emotive performance
garnered positive attention, showcasing an ability to convey deep feeling. This was followed by another
significant early part in 2010’s acclaimed drama “Giant,” again playing the younger counterpart to a
main character (Park Sang-min). His work in “Giant” was recognized with the New Star Award at the 
SBS Drama Awards, signaling his rising status. Concurrent with these roles, Kim Soo-Hyun was known
to be deeply invested in refining his craft through dedicated training, focusing on elements like vocal
projection, physical expression, and emotional range – preparation that would prove invaluable. 

The Breakthrough Symphony: ‘Dream High’ (2011)

2011 was the year Kim Soo-Hyun truly arrived. Cast in the KBS youth drama “Dream High,” he played 
Song Sam-dong, a musically gifted boy from the countryside who attends a prestigious arts high school.
This role demanded more than just acting; it required singing and dancing, skills Kim Soo-Hyun hadn’t
publicly showcased before. 

He met the challenge head-on, undergoing intensive training alongside his co-stars, many of whom
were active K-pop idols (Bae Suzy, Ok Taecyeon, IU, etc.). His portrayal of the initially naive but
fiercely determined Sam-dong, including navigating a difficult storyline involving hearing impairment,
resonated strongly with audiences. The drama itself was a cultural sensation, achieving high ratings
and significant international popularity. Kim Soo-Hyun not only proved his acting prowess but also
surprised many with his vocal talent, contributing to the hit soundtrack with his solo “Dreaming.”
“Dream High” transformed him from a promising actor into a bona fide star, earning him Best New
Actor and Popularity awards and launching him into the Hallyu sphere.

Ascending the Throne: ‘Moon Embracing the Sun’ (2012)

Building on the momentum of “Dream High,” Kim Soo-Hyun solidified his position as a leading man
with the historical drama phenomenon “Moon Embracing the Sun” in 2012. He starred as Lee Hwon, a 
fictional young king in the Joseon era haunted by the memory of his lost love (played by Han Ga-in).  

The drama’s success was extraordinary, achieving peak viewership ratings exceeding 40% and
earning the title of a “national drama.” Kim Soo-Hyun’s portrayal of King Lee Hwon was a revelation.
He captured the character’s blend of royal authority, sharp intelligence, youthful arrogance, romantic
devotion, and profound grief with captivating skill. His nuanced performance and expressive gaze
created what the media dubbed “King Lee Hwon syndrome,” sweeping the nation. This role earned him
the prestigious Best Actor award at the 48th Baeksang Arts Awards, a remarkable achievement for his
age, and firmly established him as a top-tier actor capable of commanding massive viewership.

Silver Screen Successes: ‘The Thieves’ and ‘Secretly, Greatly’ (2012-2013)
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Kim Soo-Hyun then made a seamless and successful leap to movies. In 2012, he joined the A-list cast 
of the heist film “The Thieves,” directed by Choi Dong-hoon. As the youngest member of the crew,
Zampano, he proved he could shine alongside industry veterans. The film was a box office behemoth,
becoming one of Korea’s highest-grossing films. His chemistry and memorable kiss scene with Jun Ji-
hyun added to his burgeoning appeal.   

His first solo lead role in a film came in 2013 with “Secretly, Greatly.” Based on a popular webtoon, he
played a North Korean spy undercover as a village simpleton. The role demanded a complex
performance, shifting between intense spycraft, action, comedy as the fool, and underlying tragedy.
Kim Soo-Hyun rose to the occasion, delivering a performance praised for its versatility. While the film
received mixed critical reviews, it was a massive commercial success, breaking opening day records
and demonstrating Kim Soo-Hyun’s significant box office draw as a lead actor.

An Alien Love Story: ‘My Love from the Star’ and Global Frenzy (2013-2014)

Kim Soo-Hyun’s fame exploded globally with the SBS fantasy romance “My Love from the Star” (2013-
2014). Reuniting with Jun Ji-hyun, he played Do Min-joon, a 400-year-old alien stranded on Earth who
falls for a top actress, Cheon Song-yi.
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The drama was an international mega-hit, sparking a renewed Hallyu wave across Asia and beyond.Its
unique plot, the incredible chemistry between the leads, high production quality, fashion, andcultural
impact (like the popularization of chimaek – chicken and beer) were unprecedented. Kim Soo-Hyun’s
portrayal of the aloof, ancient alien gradually opening his heart was masterful and widelyadored. He
became a household name across continents, especially in China. This era cemented hisstatus as the
“CF King,” with endorsements flooding in at record values. The drama garnered numerous awards, 
including the Grand Prize (Daesang) at the Korea Drama Awards and SBS Drama Awards, marking 
the zenith of his popularity thus far.  

 

Exploring New Facets: ‘The Producers’ and ‘Real’ (2015-2017)

In 2015, Kim Soo-Hyun opted for a change of pace with the KBS “variety drama” “The Producers.”
Playing the role of Baek Seung-chan, an awkward, brainy rookie television producer, alongside
established stars like Cha Tae-hyun and Gong Hyo-jin, he showcased a more understated, comedic
side. The drama experimented with format and offered a glimpse into the broadcast world, performing
solidly in ratings.

His next project, the 2017 film “Real,” was a bold, artistic gamble. He took on a challenging dual role in
this dark, complex action noir film. It was a significant departure from his typically more accessible
roles, featuring mature themes and a convoluted plot. While demonstrating his commitment to pushing
his acting boundaries, “Real” was met with poor critical reception and underperformed at the box office.
It represented a moment of exploring darker, more complex material, even if it didn’t resonate
commercially.

Serving the Nation: Military Enlistment (2017-2019)

Kim Soo-Hyun began his mandatory military service on October 23, 2017. Despite a pre-existing heart
condition that might have allowed for alternative service, he reportedly worked to improve his health to
serve on active duty. He was assigned to the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion near the DMZ, known for
rigorous training. He excelled during his service, earning early promotions and recognition as a Special
Class Soldier. His dedicated service was well-received by the public upon his discharge on July 1,
2019.  

The Celebrated Return: ‘It’s Okay to Not Be Okay’ (2020)

After much anticipation and brief cameos in “Hotel del Luna” and “Crash Landing on You,” Kim Soo-
Hyun made his official comeback with the 2020 tvN drama “It’s Okay to Not Be Okay.” He played Moon 
Gang-tae, a psychiatric ward caregiver devoted to his autistic older brother (Oh Jung-se), whose life is 
upended by an encounter with a troubled children’s book author, Ko Moon-young (Seo Yea-ji).   

The drama received critical acclaim for its sensitive handling of mental health themes, striking visual
style, and outstanding performances. Kim Soo-Hyun was lauded for his deeply empathetic portrayal of
Gang-tae’s suppressed emotions and journey towards healing. The chemistry between the leads, and
particularly between Kim Soo-Hyun and Oh Jung-se as brothers, was exceptional. “It’s Okay to Not Be
Okay” was a major international success, especially on Netflix, reinforcing his global stardom and
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reputation for choosing quality projects. It also reportedly cemented his position as the highest-paid
actor in K-dramas.

Grit and Intensity: ‘One Ordinary Day’ (2021)

In late 2021, Kim Soo-Hyun took on another demanding role in the Coupang Play crime thriller series 
“One Ordinary Day,” adapted from the BBC’s “Criminal Justice.” He portrayed Kim Hyun-soo, a regular
college student wrongly implicated in a murder. This gritty role showcased his ability to depict raw
vulnerability, fear, and psychological deterioration convincingly. Starring opposite veteran Cha Seung-
won, the series earned praise for its tension and powerful acting, further highlighting Kim Soo-Hyun’s
range.  

 

Return to Reign: ‘Queen of Tears’ (2024) and Unexpected Scrutiny

Kim Soo-Hyun’s much-awaited return to television came in early 2024 with “Queen of Tears,” penned 
by “My Love from the Star” writer Park Ji-eun and co-starring Kim Ji-won. He played Baek Hyun-woo,
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the legal counsel for a conglomerate married to the chaebol heiress Hong Hae-in (Kim Ji-won). The
drama, chronicling their marital crisis and subsequent rediscovery of love amidst adversity, became a
cultural phenomenon. 

“Queen of Tears” achieved astronomical ratings, becoming tvN’s highest-rated drama ever and
dominating global Netflix charts. Kim Soo-Hyun’s performance, seamlessly blending comedic timing,
romantic charm, and heart-wrenching emotional depth, was universally acclaimed. His chemistry with
Kim Ji-won was electric and widely celebrated. The drama emphatically reasserted his status as an
unparalleled star in the industry.

However, amidst this peak success, Kim Soo-Hyun faced unexpected public attention in March 2024.
Actress Kim Sae-ron posted, then quickly deleted, a selfie showing the two looking close. His agency,
Gold Medalist, promptly denied any current romantic relationship, suggesting the photo was old,
possibly from when they shared the same agency previously. The situation intensified when news
reports surfaced, citing claims by a specific lawyer regarding alleged past chat messages. These
reports suggested the lawyer claimed the messages indicated a past intimate relationship, potentially
dating or even constituting “grooming” (the lawyer’s term), when Kim Sae-ron was underage
(reportedly around 15). Gold Medalist strongly refuted these allegations of a past dating relationship
and announced intentions to pursue legal action against the spread of misinformation and defamation.
While the incident generated significant online discussion, it did not significantly impact the trajectory of
“Queen of Tears.” It did, however, underscore the intense scrutiny public figures face regarding
personal associations.
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The Man Behind the Roles: Talents and Persona

Acting Craft: Known for meticulous preparation, Kim Soo-Hyun excels at conveying emotion
subtly, often through his expressive eyes. His versatility across genres is a hallmark, alongside
clear diction and impactful vocal delivery.
Musicality: Though primarily an actor, he possesses a pleasant singing voice, showcased on
OSTs for “Dream High,” “Moon Embracing the Sun,” and “My Love from the Star.”
Bowling Enthusiasm: He is a passionate and skilled bowler, having famously attempted to
qualify as a professional in 2016.
Personality: Often described as polite, diligent, and somewhat introverted off-set, contrasting
with his commanding screen presence. He is known for professionalism but also displays
moments of humor and playfulness. He guards his privacy fiercely.
Personal Life & Privacy: Kim Soo-Hyun maintains a very low profile regarding his personal life,
especially romantic relationships. Despite constant speculation, little is confirmed. He is known to
be close to his mother. As of early 2025, he is generally presumed to be single.
Philanthropy: He has a history of quiet donations to various causes, including disaster relief 
(Sewol Ferry, forest fires), children’s welfare, and COVID-19 aid. 
Endorsement Power: His “CF King” title remains well-deserved, representing numerous top-tier
brands across Asia, reflecting his immense marketability.

Present Day (March 2025) and Looking Ahead

Following the massive success of “Queen of Tears” and navigating the brief public controversy, Kim
Soo-Hyun is likely in a phase of rest and careful consideration for his next project. Given his stature, he
has his pick of scripts across film and television.

Future Projections:

Near Term (1-2 Years): Expect announcements regarding his next major project – possibly
another high-profile drama exploring new character types or a return to film in a challenging lead
role. His endorsement activities will undoubtedly continue at a high level. Fan engagement might
increase slightly following the recent drama’s success.
Long Term (3+ Years): He may continue to balance commercially successful projects with more
artistically driven choices, potentially exploring independent cinema or even international
collaborations if the right opportunity arises. Maintaining his position requires continued evolution,
which his career trajectory suggests he is capable of. Eventually, decades later, roles in
production or mentoring could be possibilities, but acting remains his clear focus.

Conclusion: An Evolving Legacy

Kim Soo-Hyun’s career is a remarkable narrative of talent meeting opportunity, amplified by hard work
and astute choices. Of course this is before we learned about his controversy. He has weathered
immense fame, fulfilled national duties, navigated public scrutiny, and consistently delivered
performances that resonate deeply with audiences globally. Where he goes, in my opinion, will be
determined by how his scandal plays out.

He remains more than just a star; he is a respected actor whose commitment to his craft is evident.
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While the recent controversy highlights the unavoidable pressures of extreme fame, his core appeal
rests on his proven ability to bring compelling characters to life. As he moves forward, Kim Soo-Hyun
continues to be a defining figure in contemporary Korean entertainment, with audiences worldwide
eagerly anticipating his next chapter. His legacy is still being written, but it is already one of significant
impact and enduring artistry. Unfortunately, it is tainted by the ongoing scandal. I believe that his
legacy and whether he continues to enjoy the same fame and popularity depends on how the current
scandal plays out.

Yours sincerely,

Wilber Suen
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