
Returning From Johor: GST and Duty-Free Checks

Description

A Johor return usually gives no liquor duty-free concession because the traveller is arriving
from Malaysia. GST import relief is separate: eligible travellers receive up to S$100 when away
less than 48 hours or S$500 when away at least 48 hours, and pay GST on the excess value.

A Singapore resident returning from a Johor shopping trip needs one outcome: calculate the taxable
amount and avoid confusing GST import relief with liquor duty-free concession.

Separate GST relief from liquor duty

Situation Practical next step
Away for under 48 hours Use the S$100 GST import-relief tier if otherwise eligible

Away for at least 48 hours Use the S$500 tier if otherwise eligible

Arriving after clearing Malaysia
immigration

Do not claim the liquor duty-free concession

Goods exceed relief or are controlled
Declare and pay through Customs@SG or the Red Channel as
applicable

Away for under 48 hours: Use the S$100 GST import-relief tier if otherwise eligible. Away for at least
48 hours: Use the S$500 tier if otherwise eligible.

Calculate only the taxable excess

Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief guide: S$100 and S$500 relief tiers, Malaysia liquor
exclusion, eligibility and declaration rules. Singapore Customs@SG guide: Advance declaration and
payment route for travellers.

Separate two different concessions
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GST import relief covers eligible newly acquired personal goods up to a value threshold. Liquor duty-
free concession has separate conditions, including at least 48 hours outside Singapore and not arriving
from Malaysia. A traveller can therefore have GST relief but no duty-free liquor entitlement. Singapore
Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.

Calculate on newly acquired goods

Singapore Customs says overseas purchases remain newly acquired even if tags are removed, they
are used during the trip or bought second-hand. Add gifts and duty-free-shop purchases. Items owned
before departure are treated separately as used personal belongings in reasonable quantities.
Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.

Use the duration tier correctly

Eligible travellers away less than 48 hours receive up to S$100 of GST import relief; those away at least
48 hours receive up to S$500. Pass holders and crew listed by Customs are not eligible. The relief is
not pooled to hide one personâ??s excess purchase. Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief
guide.

Work the excess-value calculation

For S$900 of newly acquired goods after a day trip, an eligible traveller subtracts S$100, leaving S$800
subject to the prevailing GST rate. At 9%, the illustrative calculation is S$72, before any duty or other
charge. Customs controls the final valuation and treatment. Singapore Customs duty-free and GST
relief guide.

Declare before the checkpoint decision

Keep receipts and a simple item list. Use Customs@SG for advance declaration and payment where
available, or approach the Red Channel. Missing receipts do not eliminate tax; Customs may use the
value of identical or similar goods. Controlled and prohibited items require separate checks. Singapore
Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.

Some travellers cannot use GST import relief

Singapore Customs excludes crew members and holders of work, employment, student, dependant or
long-term passes issued by the Singapore Government from traveller GST import relief. The person
may still have to declare and pay GST on newly acquired goods even when a citizen companion
receives the S$100 or S$500 duration-based allowance. Calculate each travellerâ??s status and
purchases separately. Do not transfer ownership on paper or spread one personâ??s shopping across
passports simply to manufacture relief. Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.

Treat tobacco and larger liquor quantities separately
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There is no duty-free concession or GST import relief for cigarettes and tobacco products, including
Singapore duty-paid cigarettes brought back across the border. Travellers arriving from Malaysia also
receive no duty-free liquor concession, and bringing more than 10 litres of liquor products requires a
Customs permit. These are not items to bury in a general shopping total. List tobacco and liquor
independently, keep volumes and receipts, and declare through the correct channel before clearance.
Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.

A Johor day-trip calculation

A traveller returns from Johor after 14 hours with S$900 of new personal goods. If eligible for S$100
relief, the excess is S$800 and 9% GST is S$72. No liquor duty-free concession applies on arrival from
Malaysia. This is a labelled planning calculation.

Arriving after clearing Malaysia immigration: Do not claim the liquor duty-free concession. Goods
exceed relief or are controlled: Declare and pay through Customs@SG or the Red Channel as
applicable.

Prepare the declaration

1. List every newly acquired item
2. Record time outside Singapore
3. Check traveller eligibility
4. Separate GST relief from liquor concession
5. Calculate the excess value
6. Declare and retain the payment record

Border assumptions that create trouble

Removing tags to call an item used
Claiming liquor concession from Malaysia
Using the S$500 tier for a day trip
Pooling relief without checking ownership
Assuming no receipt means no tax

Finish the border plan

After Returning From Johor: GST and Duty-Free Checks, prepare the Johor immigration step. Then
check a legal cross-border taxi pickup. Both resolve a different task from Johor shopping Singapore
GST import relief Malaysia return.

Questions readers ask about Johor shopping Singapore GST
import relief Malaysia return
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Do Johor arrivals get liquor duty-free concession?

No, if you cleared immigration in Malaysia before arriving in Singapore. Singapore Customs duty-free
and GST relief guide.

What is the day-trip GST relief?

Up to S$100 for an eligible traveller away less than 48 hours. Singapore Customs@SG guide.

Does using a new bag overseas make it used property?

No. Customs says it remains newly acquired for this purpose. Singapore Customs duty-free and GST
relief guide.

Reviewed 1 August 2026: Singapore Customs duty-free and GST relief guide.
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