
HDB Temporary Extension of Stay: A Buyerâ??Seller Checklist

Description

A temporary extension can give the seller up to three months after resale completion, but the
buyer already owns the flat during that period. It is available only when the seller has committed to
buy a completed Singapore property ready for occupation, and both parties must request it with the
resale application.

Start with the decision table

Situation What it means
Sellerâ??s next property is completed and ready Potentially eligible, subject to all HDB conditions

Seller needs more than three months This HDB route does not provide it

Buyer refuses the extension It cannot proceed; buyer agreement is required

Request made only after resale completion Too late for the standard joint request

Buyer plans immediate renovation or move-in The extension is a direct scheduling conflict

The buyer owns before the seller leaves

Legal completion transfers ownership even though occupation is delayed. HDB extension terms, 19
February 2026 makes the buyer responsible for ownership-related payments during the extension.
Price that burden explicitly rather than treating the period as an informal favour.

Eligibility starts with the sellerâ??s onward home

HDB temporary extension service limits the route to sellers who have committed to buy a completed
property in Singapore that is ready for occupation. A general wish for more time or a home still under
construction does not fit the published condition.
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Three months is a ceiling

Agree the exact final date and time, not simply â??three monthsâ??. Set the key return, utilities meter
reading, vacant-possession standard and consequences of delay. A shorter need should use a shorter
written period.

Submit the request with the resale application

The parties make the joint request as part of the resale process and pay the published S$20
administrative fee. HDB extension terms, 19 February 2026 also explains that the buyerâ??s MOP
begins only after the extension ends.

HDB does not mediate the private bargain

The extension sits inside an HDB framework but the detailed occupancy arrangement is private. Spell
out service and conservancy charges, utilities, damage, access, insurance, mail and emergency
contact arrangements in writing.

Worked application

If completion is 20 August and the parties agree to 60 days, write the final handover as 19 October at a
stated hour, then confirm who pays each bill from 20 August. The buyer should also model a 60-day
delay to renovation and MOP start. This timeline is an application of the published conditions, not legal
advice.

Action checklist

1. Confirm the sellerâ??s onward property meets the eligibility test
2. Ask the buyer before the resale application is submitted
3. Choose an exact end date within three months
4. Allocate property tax, charges and utilities in writing
5. Record access, repairs, insurance and damage rules
6. Submit the joint request and fee with the resale application
7. Complete a photographed handover and meter reading

Build a decision record another person can check

The useful output is not only an answer to â??HDB temporary extension of stayâ?•. It is a small file
showing why the answer fits this reader: an hdb resale buyer or seller negotiating extra time after
completion. Record the fact that controls each step, the date it was true and the source or service that
confirmed it. That matters because the task is to decide whether the extension is eligible and document
the cost and handover risks; a changed amount, date, person, address, venue, device or eligibility fact
can change the result even when the general rule has not moved.
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# Control Evidence to retain Failure signal

1
Confirm the sellerâ??s onward
property meets the eligibility test

Authority page or service
readback

Calling the seller a tenant
without checking the HDB terms

2
Ask the buyer before the resale
application is submitted

Dated input, statement or
booking screen

Leaving the end date as an
approximate month

3
Choose an exact end date within
three months

Calculation sheet with
assumptions

Assuming HDB will resolve a
private payment dispute

4
Allocate property tax, charges and
utilities in writing

Written confirmation from the
responsible party

Forgetting the buyerâ??s
renovation and MOP delay

5
Record access, repairs, insurance
and damage rules

Receipt, acknowledgement or
reference number

Handing over without a
condition record

6
Submit the joint request and fee
with the resale application

Photograph, timetable or
versioned document

Calling the seller a tenant
without checking the HDB terms

7
Complete a photographed
handover and meter reading

Final outcome and date
checked

Leaving the end date as an
approximate month

The record should be short enough to update. Put the most recent evidence first, keep the earlier
version, and label estimates separately from confirmed figures. The two original tools in this guideâ??a
completion-to-handover cost allocation matrix and a 60-day worked timeline covering ownership,
renovation and mop consequencesâ??serve different purposes: one structures the choice, while the
other tests the choice against a concrete case. Neither should be copied into a new case without
refreshing its inputs.

What each authority source establishes

Source Claim used here Freshness control
HDB temporary
extension service

Maximum three months, eligibility and
application timing.

Checked 2026-07-17; re-
open before acting

HDB extension terms, 19
February 2026

Buyer ownership, S$20 fee, cost allocation,
private arrangement and MOP start.

Checked 2026-07-17; re-
open before acting

These links are attached to the claims they support, not offered as a substitute for explanation. If a
service screen, signed agreement or officerâ??s written response conflicts with the general page,
preserve both and ask which fact or newer rule produces the difference. Do not conceal the conflict by
selecting the more convenient answer.

For the adjacent decision, continue with our HDB resale process and CPF home-financing limits. Each
answers a separate next-step question.

Errors that change the outcome

Calling the seller a tenant without checking the HDB terms
Leaving the end date as an approximate month
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Assuming HDB will resolve a private payment dispute
Forgetting the buyerâ??s renovation and MOP delay
Handing over without a condition record

Keep the dated authority pages, calculation inputs, confirmations and any advice used for the decision.
This article applies public information to a general fact pattern and does not determine an individual
application, contract, tax position, medical need or legal dispute. Recheck the linked primary source
immediately before acting, especially where the transaction, journey, booking or filing occurs after a
stated change date.

Questions readers ask

Can the extension last four months?

No. HDB publishes a maximum of three months.

Who owns the flat during the extension?

The buyer owns it after resale completion, while the seller remains temporarily under the agreed
arrangement.

Can either party request it alone?

No. The buyer must agree and the request is made jointly in the resale application.
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