
HDB Resale Power of Attorney: Sign, Register and Submit It Correctly

Description

For an HDB resale, a Power of Attorney is not a casual authorisation letter. Engage a solicitor,
sign before the correct witness, register the instrument with the High Court Registry, and
submit it through the HDB resale process. The controlling references checked for this guide are
HDB resale application process and HDB resale procedures.

Choose the branch that matches your case

Situation Action
You can sign personally in Singapore Use the normal HDB endorsement route

You cannot sign the OTP or legal papers
personally

Engage a solicitor to prepare a POA

You are overseas and using CPF OA savings
Arrange witnessing through a Singapore Overseas
Mission

A donee will handle the transaction Give only the powers the transaction actually requires

A POA solves an inability to sign, not an eligibility problem

HDB says a buyer who cannot sign the Option to Purchase or legal documents personally must appoint
a Power of Attorney. The document does not change citizenship, family-nucleus, financing or ownership
eligibility. HDB resale application process.

Complete the eligibility and financing checks separately. Tell the solicitor exactly which sale or
purchase acts the donee needs to perform. This matters because the decision is not complete until the
evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

Use a solicitor at the drafting stage
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HDBâ??s sequence begins with engaging a solicitor to prepare the instrument. A generic template can
omit transaction-specific powers or contain language that HDB cannot rely on. HDB resale procedures.

Give the solicitor the flat address, transaction role, parties, expected signing dates and whether CPF
savings will be used. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and
responsible person agree.

Match the witness to where you sign

In Singapore, execution is before the solicitor. If you are already overseas, HDB lists a notary public or
Singapore diplomatic or consular official, with a stricter overseas-mission route where CPF OA savings
are used. HDB resale application process.

Book the correct witness before fixing a completion timetable. Keep the original execution and identity
records. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible
person agree.

Registration comes before HDB submission

After signing, the solicitor registers the POA with the High Court Registry. The resale application then
records the appointment and includes the registered instrument. HDB resale procedures.

Ask for the registration reference and a clear copy that meets HDB upload requirements. This matters
because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

The donor still has personal endorsements

HDB resale procedures say donors using a POA still personally endorse the resale application and
declaration forms, or sign them if they cannot access the portal. HDB resale application process.

Do not plan on the donee replacing every online action. Test portal access while there is still time to
solve a Singpass problem. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing
and responsible person agree.

Build the POA into the critical path

Legal drafting, overseas witnessing, registration and HDB review take time. A late POA can threaten
OTP or submission dates even when the sale terms are settled. HDB resale procedures.

Work backwards from the resale deadline and add a buffer for couriering or corrected documents. This
matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

Use a location-and-cpf witnessing decision tree
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Turn the rule into a working aid with columns for the controlling fact, the evidence you hold, the result
and the date checked. For this task, the decisive question is to decide whether a Power of Attorney is
needed and complete the sequence without delaying the resale. A blank evidence cell is a stop sign,
not permission to use a remembered number or a marketing summary.

Test at least two plausible branches from the table above. That comparison shows which fact changes
the answer and prevents the most convenient scenario from being treated as the only possible one.
Label every arithmetic step as an LBRD calculation and keep the official figure beside it.

Add a backward resale critical-path calculation

The second aid should expose what the first one can hide: a deadline, cost, handover, alternative route
or follow-up duty. Write the downside of being wrong beside each branch. Where the consequence is
legal, financial, medical or safety-related, the competent authority and case-specific professional
decision remain controlling.

Recheck the live source immediately before the irreversible step. Save only the minimum evidence
needed, protect personal details, and note any limitation. Record who will act, the last safe date and the
evidence that closes the task.

Stop when the evidence no longer matches

Pause the decision if you encounter using a generic authorisation letter, choosing the wrong overseas
witness, assuming the donee can make every declaration. Those are not small drafting errors; each can
change the eligibility, cost, route or safety outcome described above. Return to HDB resale application
process for the controlling rule and use HDB resale procedures to check the second part of the
decision.

If the authority page, account record, booking screen or case document disagrees with this guide, use
the live record. Escalate to the named organisation or an appropriately qualified professional when a
deadline is running, a child or adult is unwell, a licence or tax position is uncertain, or an irreversible
payment is due. Keep the question narrow and provide the facts needed for a case-specific answer.

Work through a realistic example

A buyer is overseas, needs CPF OA savings and expects a sibling to sign the legal papers. The safe
route is not a simple notarised letter: the buyer should instruct a Singapore solicitor, arrange execution
through a Singapore Overseas Mission, register the POA and retain access for personal HDB
declarations.

Before you act

1. Confirm which document cannot be signed personally
2. Instruct a conveyancing solicitor
3. Disclose CPF use and signing location
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4. Book the correct witness
5. Register the POA
6. Upload the registered instrument
7. Complete the donor endorsements

Mistakes that change the answer

Using a generic authorisation letter
Choosing the wrong overseas witness
Assuming the donee can make every declaration
Starting after the resale deadline is running
Giving powers wider than the transaction needs

Related LBRD guides

Next, prepare the completion-day file. You can also review how HDB ownership is recorded.

Questions readers ask

Can my relative write the POA for me?

Use a solicitor. HDBâ??s stated process begins with a solicitor preparing the document.

Does a POA let the donee meet my eligibility conditions?

No. It delegates stated acts; it does not transfer your eligibility or obligations.

Do I still need portal access?

Plan for it. HDB says the donor still personally endorses the application and declarations.
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