
HDB Minimum Occupation Period: What Counts and What Does Not

Description

The calendar anniversary of key collection is not always the MOP end date. Owners must
physically occupy the flat for the applicable period; certain absences or non-occupation can be
excluded. Standard and older unclassified flats generally carry five years, while Plus and Prime flats
carry ten years.

Start with the decision table

Situation What it means
Standard or unclassified flat Generally five years of qualifying occupation

Plus or Prime flat Ten-year MOP under the new classification framework

Whole-flat rental before MOP Not allowed

Buying private residential property
before MOP

Not allowed for the listed owners and occupiers

Long period living elsewhere
Ask HDB whether that period counts before committing to a
transaction

Count occupation, not ownership alone

HDB conditions after buying a resale flat frames MOP around physical occupation. Completion, legal
ownership and mortgage payments do not by themselves prove that every month qualifies. Keep
evidence of the householdâ??s actual residence when work, care or family arrangements require long
absences.

The flat classification sets the base period
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A buyer of a Standard flat should not borrow a Plus-flat rule from a neighbour, and a resale buyer
should check the classification and the conditions that travel with that flat. Use the signed documents
and HDB record, not a listing label.

Restricted actions are broader than selling

Before MOP, the household generally cannot sell, rent out the whole flat or invest in private residential
property. HDB conditions after buying a resale flat lists the relevant restrictions. Renting approved
bedrooms is a separate route with its own rules and does not mean the whole flat can be let.

Excluded periods can move the date

HDB eligibility to sell notes that periods when owners do not occupy the flat can be excluded. A six-
month overseas posting does not automatically add exactly six months; disclose the facts to HDB and
obtain the official eligibility result before exercising an option.

A planned date needs a buffer

Do not sign a purchase or sale commitment on the first date produced by a home spreadsheet.
Request the HDB service readback, leave time for queries, and ensure every owner and essential
occupier is aligned with the next transaction.

Worked application

A household collects keys on 1 September 2021 and assumes it can sell on 1 September 2026. If HDB
excludes four months when the flat was not occupied, the practical date moves. The safe decision is
not to add four months privately, but to submit the exact circumstances and rely on HDBâ??s eligibility
record.

Action checklist

1. Identify the flatâ??s official classification
2. Find the legal completion or key-collection record
3. List every period the household lived elsewhere
4. State the intended action: sell, rent whole flat or buy private property
5. Check HDBâ??s eligibility service before signing
6. Retain HDBâ??s response with the transaction file
7. Recheck if an occupier or absence changes

Build a decision record another person can check

The useful output is not only an answer to â??HDB minimum occupation periodâ?•. It is a small file
showing why the answer fits this reader: an hdb owner planning a sale, whole-flat rental or private-
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property purchase. Record the fact that controls each step, the date it was true and the source or
service that confirmed it. That matters because the task is to identify the actual mop end point and the
restricted action that must wait; a changed amount, date, person, address, venue, device or eligibility
fact can change the result even when the general rule has not moved.

# Control Evidence to retain Failure signal

1
Identify the flatâ??s official
classification

Authority page or service
readback

Counting from booking date

2
Find the legal completion or key-
collection record

Dated input, statement or
booking screen

Assuming mortgage payment
equals occupation

3
List every period the household lived
elsewhere

Calculation sheet with
assumptions

Using a five-year rule for a
Plus or Prime flat

4
State the intended action: sell, rent
whole flat or buy private property

Written confirmation from the
responsible party

Treating bedroom rental as
whole-flat rental permission

5
Check HDBâ??s eligibility service
before signing

Receipt, acknowledgement or
reference number

Signing an option before HDB
eligibility is clear

6
Retain HDBâ??s response with the
transaction file

Photograph, timetable or
versioned document

Counting from booking date

7
Recheck if an occupier or absence
changes

Final outcome and date
checked

Assuming mortgage payment
equals occupation

The record should be short enough to update. Put the most recent evidence first, keep the earlier
version, and label estimates separately from confirmed figures. The two original tools in this guideâ??a
restriction-by-action table, not merely a year count and an absence-adjusted timeline showing why the
official hdb readback controlsâ??serve different purposes: one structures the choice, while the other
tests the choice against a concrete case. Neither should be copied into a new case without refreshing
its inputs.

What each authority source establishes

Source Claim used here Freshness control
HDB conditions after buying
a resale flat

Physical occupation, five-year MOP and
restricted transactions.

Checked 2026-07-17; re-open
before acting

HDB eligibility to sell
MOP completion and excluded occupation
periods.

Checked 2026-07-17; re-open
before acting

These links are attached to the claims they support, not offered as a substitute for explanation. If a
service screen, signed agreement or officerâ??s written response conflicts with the general page,
preserve both and ask which fact or newer rule produces the difference. Do not conceal the conflict by
selecting the more convenient answer.

For the adjacent decision, continue with our HDB resale process and CPF home-financing limits. Each
answers a separate next-step question.
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Errors that change the outcome

Counting from booking date
Assuming mortgage payment equals occupation
Using a five-year rule for a Plus or Prime flat
Treating bedroom rental as whole-flat rental permission
Signing an option before HDB eligibility is clear

Keep the dated authority pages, calculation inputs, confirmations and any advice used for the decision.
This article applies public information to a general fact pattern and does not determine an individual
application, contract, tax position, medical need or legal dispute. Recheck the linked primary source
immediately before acting, especially where the transaction, journey, booking or filing occurs after a
stated change date.

Questions readers ask

Does an overseas posting count?

It may affect qualifying occupation. Give HDB the dates and facts rather than deciding privately.

Can I buy a condominium one day after my spreadsheet date?

Confirm HDBâ??s recorded MOP completion first; the action and timing must satisfy the official
condition.

Is every flat now on a ten-year MOP?

No. The ten-year period applies to Plus and Prime flats; Standard and older unclassified flats generally
use five years.
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