
HDB Fire Insurance Is Not Home Insurance: Check the Five-Year Gap

Description

HDB fire insurance is narrow structural reinstatement cover. It is compulsory for owners whose
HDB loans began on or after 1 September 1994 while the loan remains outstanding, but it does
not cover furniture, renovations or personal belongings. The controlling references checked for this
guide are HDB fire insurance and GIA property insurance guidance.

Choose the branch that matches your case

Situation Action
Outstanding qualifying HDB
loan

Buy and renew the HDB scheme every five years

No outstanding HDB loan
Compulsory scheme trigger may not apply, but protection still needs
review

Expensive renovation or
contents

Price separate home insurance for that exposure

Risk of damage to neighbours Check personal-liability wording in optional cover

Know what the compulsory policy repairs

HDB describes cover for damaged internal structures, fixtures and areas built and provided by HDB or
an approved developer. It is not a replacement fund for everything visible inside the flat. HDB fire
insurance.

List which fixtures came with the flat and which renovations the household paid for. This matters
because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

Mark the five-year renewal date
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The Etiqa appointment runs from 16 August 2024 to 15 August 2029 and each policy is valid for five
years. HDB says owners must renew while the qualifying HDB loan is outstanding. GIA property
insurance guidance.

Check the validity in HDBâ??s flat-details service rather than relying on an old receipt. Allow for the
stated update lag. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and
responsible person agree.

Read premiums together with sums insured

For the current period, five-year premiums range from S$1.11 for a one-room or Community Care
Apartment to S$6.68 for an executive or multi-generation flat. The corresponding sums insured range
from S$37,900 to S$176,700. HDB fire insurance.

Treat the sum insured as the structural policy limit, not the value of the flat or household contents. This
matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

Measure the uninsured household layer

Furniture, personal belongings and owner-installed renovations fall outside the HDB scheme. Optional
policies can also differ on temporary accommodation, debris removal and personal liability. GIA
property insurance guidance.

Build an inventory with replacement values for major appliances, built-ins, electronics and movable
items. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible
person agree.

Avoid duplicate-cover assumptions

A low compulsory premium can create false comfort; an optional policy can also contain sub-limits,
exclusions or excesses. The correct comparison is item by item. HDB fire insurance.

Compare the policy schedule and wording, not marketing labels such as comprehensive. This matters
because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible person agree.

Keep evidence that survives a fire

Receipts, renovation contracts and room photographs are useful only if accessible after a loss. GIA
property insurance guidance.

Store a dated inventory and policy schedule in secure cloud storage, with no passwords in the
document. This matters because the decision is not complete until the evidence, timing and responsible
person agree.
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Use a compulsory-versus-optional coverage matrix

Turn the rule into a working aid with columns for the controlling fact, the evidence you hold, the result
and the date checked. For this task, the decisive question is to separate compulsory structural cover
from optional contents and liability protection. A blank evidence cell is a stop sign, not permission to use
a remembered number or a marketing summary.

Test at least two plausible branches from the table above. That comparison shows which fact changes
the answer and prevents the most convenient scenario from being treated as the only possible one.
Label every arithmetic step as an LBRD calculation and keep the official figure beside it.

Add a room-by-room uninsured-value inventory

The second aid should expose what the first one can hide: a deadline, cost, handover, alternative route
or follow-up duty. Write the downside of being wrong beside each branch. Where the consequence is
legal, financial, medical or safety-related, the competent authority and case-specific professional
decision remain controlling.

Recheck the live source immediately before the irreversible step. Save only the minimum evidence
needed, protect personal details, and note any limitation. Record who will act, the last safe date and the
evidence that closes the task.

Stop when the evidence no longer matches

Pause the decision if you encounter equating fire insurance with full home insurance, valuing the flat at
the structural sum insured, forgetting the five-year renewal. Those are not small drafting errors; each
can change the eligibility, cost, route or safety outcome described above. Return to HDB fire insurance
for the controlling rule and use GIA property insurance guidance to check the second part of the
decision.

If the authority page, account record, booking screen or case document disagrees with this guide, use
the live record. Escalate to the named organisation or an appropriately qualified professional when a
deadline is running, a child or adult is unwell, a licence or tax position is uncertain, or an irreversible
payment is due. Keep the question narrow and provide the facts needed for a case-specific answer.

Work through a realistic example

A four-room owner pays S$4.59 for five years and sees S$117,000 on the HDB table. That does not
mean a S$40,000 renovation and S$25,000 of contents are insured. Those exposures require a
separate policy comparison.

Before you act

1. Check the outstanding-loan trigger
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2. Confirm the policy expiry date
3. Record the current HDB premium and sum insured
4. List renovations and contents
5. Check alternative accommodation and liability
6. Compare exclusions and excesses
7. Store off-site evidence

Mistakes that change the answer

Equating fire insurance with full home insurance
Valuing the flat at the structural sum insured
Forgetting the five-year renewal
Ignoring owner-installed renovations
Buying optional cover without reading sub-limits

Related LBRD guides

Next, separate mortgage cover from home cover. You can also reduce a common home-fire risk.

Questions readers ask

Is HDB fire insurance compulsory for every flat owner?

HDB states the compulsory rule for owners with HDB loans commencing on or after 1 September 1994
while the loan is outstanding.

Does it cover my sofa and television?

No. HDB specifically excludes furniture and personal belongings.

Where can I check validity?

Use HDBâ??s Check Flat Details service and allow for the stated update period.
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