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Description

A person whose eligibility was needed for the flat application is a core member, whether listed as an
owner or essential occupier.

Core members generally cannot be removed and must physically oecupy the flat throughout the
applicable MOP unless HDB approves a case-specific change.

Identify the eligibility chain

The label owner does not by itself decide whether someone is a core member. An essential occupier
can be just as important if the household needed that person to meet a scheme condition. Retrieve the
original application and eligibility letter. Mark every person without whom the family nucleus or age
requirement would have failed. (HDB couples and families eligibility)

The MOP is an occupation requirement, not only a database status. A core member remaining on
paper while actually living elsewhere can still create a compliance problem. Record the main residence,
move dates and reasons before assuming that an overseas posting or family arrangement is harmless.

Owners cannot solve a core-member restriction through a family agreement, power of attorney or
informal transfer. HDB approval and the statutory ownership record control the outcome. If the
household is considering a transfer, list the proposed owners, relationship, financing and remaining
eligibility before submitting anything.

Situation What changes
Person was needed to form the eligible family nucleus Treat the person as a core member

Person is merely an occupier and was not needed for

o Check whether HDB allows an update
eligibility

Seek HDB case review before changing
records

Core member plans to live elsewhere during MOP Pause and obtain HDB guidance

Divorce, death or another major life event occurred
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https://www.hdb.gov.sg/buying-a-flat/flat-grant-and-loan-eligibility/couples-and-families?anchor=mop
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Related: map the conveyancing costs

Handle life events through the correct route

Death, divorce, marriage breakdown and loss of citizenship can change a household in ways that
ordinary online updates do not address. HDB may need court orders, certificates or other supporting
documents. Collect the controlling document first and ask HDB which ownership or occupation route
applies to the specific flat. (HDB changing owners or occupiers)

The MOP start and end depend on the acquisition route and any excluded periods. An estimate based
only on key collection can be wrong if the flat was not continuously occupied. Use the official flat record
and retain any HDB correspondence that affects the calculation. Do not sign for another property based
on a rough anniversary.

Removing or adding an owner can affect outstanding loans, mortgage insurance, CPF refunds and the
ability of remaining owners.to finance the flat. Build a before-and-after table for ownership shares, loan
liability, CPF used and eligibility. LLegal ability and financial ability are separate gates.

Example: A couple bought under a family scheme and,one spouse is recorded as an essential
occupier rather than an owner. If that spouse was needed to form-the eligible family nucleus, the
household should treat the spouse as a core member and seek'HDB approval before any removal or
move-out.

Get written confirmation before acting

A call can clarify the process, but a material change should be supported by the HDB submission and
decision for that household. Save the case reference, documents submitted, approval conditions and
revised MOP position in the property file.

Related: verify the property agent
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https://littlebigreddot.com/hdb-resale-conveyancing-legal-fees-worked-example/
https://www.hdb.gov.sg/managing-my-home/home-ownership/change-of-flat-owners-or-occupiers
https://littlebigreddot.com/check-property-agent-cea-public-register/

