
Austrian Grand Prix 2026 Result: George Russell Wins at Spielberg

Description

George Russell won the 2026 Austrian Grand Prix from pole on 28 June, finishing 1.611 seconds
ahead of Max Verstappen after 71 laps at the Red Bull Ring. Kimi Antonelli was third, only 0.375
seconds behind Verstappen, and retained a 40-point championship lead over Russell immediately after
the race.

Rebuilt on 15 July 2026 from the final FIA classification and Formula 1â??s official timing and race
report. This durable hub consolidates four superseded preview, race-week and qualifying pages. It also
corrects the old result articleâ??s one-stop claim: Russell made a second stop on lap 44. LBRD did not
report trackside and has no commercial interest in this result.

Austrian Grand Prix 2026 result at a glance

Detail Verified result
Winner George Russell, Mercedes

Date and venue 28 June 2026, Red Bull Ring, Spielberg

Distance 71 laps

Winning time 1:26:37.979

Podium Russell; Max Verstappen +1.611s; Kimi Antonelli +1.986s

Fastest lap Antonelli, 1:10.374 on lap 59

Pole Russell, 1:06.113

Career marker Russellâ??s seventh Grand Prix victory

Formula 1â??s official Austrian GP result supplies the positions, laps, gaps and points. The FIAâ??s
signed final classification independently records the winning time, fastest laps and four non-classified
cars.
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Pos. Driver Team Gap or status Points
1 George Russell Mercedes 1:26:37.979 25

2 Max Verstappen Red Bull Racing +1.611s 18

3 Kimi Antonelli Mercedes +1.986s 15

4 Oscar Piastri McLaren +21.809s 12

5 Lewis Hamilton Ferrari +26.393s 10

6 Isack Hadjar Red Bull Racing +29.399s 8

7 Lando Norris McLaren +31.505s 6

8 Charles Leclerc Ferrari +45.659s 4

9 Liam Lawson Racing Bulls 1 lap 2

10 Arvid Lindblad Racing Bulls 1 lap 1

Positions 11 to 18 in the final classification

Eight classified finishers were outside the points. Gabriel Bortoleto was 11th, followed by Nico
Hulkenberg, Pierre Gasly, Oliver Bearman and Franco Colapinto. Esteban Ocon took 16th, Alexander
Albon 17th and Fernando Alonso 18th. Bortoleto through Colapinto finished one lap down; Ocon and
Albon were two laps down, and Alonso was three laps down.

This lower half matters for two reasons. â??Eighteen classifiedâ?• does not mean all 18 completed 71
laps, and it does not include the four retirements. It also prevents the top-10 points table from being
mistaken for the complete result. The official classification is the authority if a later penalty or amended
result changes any position.

How Russellâ??s win unfolded

Russell protected pole at the start while Antonelli ran wide more than once. Hamilton passed team-
mate Leclerc for second on the opening lap, but Verstappen moved forward from fifth and fought
Hamilton before establishing himself as Russellâ??s main challenger. By lap 15, Russellâ??s
advantage was just over five seconds.

Verstappen made his first stop on lap 19 and Russell followed a lap later. Hamiltonâ??s early hard-tyre
stop and later changes put Ferrari on a more aggressive path. Carlos Sainz stopped on the main
straight on lap 24 with a suspected electrical problem, producing yellow flags and then a Virtual Safety
Car. Antonelli had pitted just before that VSC and therefore missed the cheaper stop it offered.

Verstappen reduced Russellâ??s lead to about 1.2 seconds by lap 42. Russell stopped again for hard
tyres on lap 44; Verstappen and Antonelli extended before making their own final stops. A later brief
VSC, used to clear a displaced bollard, compressed the strategic picture without erasing the gaps.

With five laps left, Verstappen was 3.7 seconds behind Russell and Antonelli was closing on the Red
Bull. Russell held on by 1.611 seconds, while Antonelli finished 0.375 seconds behind Verstappen.
That two-battle finishâ??the win and second placeâ??explains why the final gaps are more informative
than a generic claim that Russell â??dominatedâ?•.
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Five checkpoints that decided the race

1. Start: Russell retained the lead, Hamilton gained second and Verstappen began recovering from
fifth.

2. Laps 19â??20: Verstappen and Russell made their first stops on consecutive laps, preserving the
direct fight.

3. Lap 24: Sainzâ??s stoppage triggered the first VSC after Antonelli had already pitted.
4. Lap 44: Russell made the second stop omitted from LBRDâ??s old report, switching to hard tyres

for the run home.
5. Final stint: Verstappen closed on Russell while Antonelli closed on Verstappen, leaving the

podium covered by 1.986 seconds.

These checkpoints are a reconstruction from Formula 1â??s official race report and the FIA result, not
live observation by LBRD. They show why the corrected strategy account is material: removing
Russellâ??s lap-44 stop would give readers the wrong explanation for the closing laps.

Strategy correction: this was not a one-stop win

The earlier LBRD result said the leading contest played out as a one-stop race. Formula 1â??s lap-by-
lap report does not support that. Russell stopped around lap 20 and again on lap 44. Verstappen and
Antonelli also made final stops after extending their later stints, while Hamilton made three stops.

The corrected reading is that tyre timing and two VSC periods shaped the race. Russell had to balance
track position against fresher tyres behind; Verstappenâ??s later final stop gave him the pace to close;
Antonelliâ??s stop just before the first VSC cost a potential timing advantage. LBRD is not assigning
exact pit-loss values because the cited classification does not publish them.

From qualifying to the chequered flag

The official qualifying classification records Russellâ??s 1:06.113 pole lap, ahead of Leclerc on
1:06.349, Hamilton on 1:06.408 and Antonelli on 1:06.414. Verstappen started fifth after crashing late in
Q3. Russell converted first into first; Leclerc fell to eighth; Hamilton finished fifth; and Verstappen
recovered to second.

Those movements are the enduring answer to the four old preview URLs. The early Hamilton-centred
forecasts did not survive the classified result, while the qualifying and race previews were snapshots
before the decisive evidence. Their useful grid and pole information is preserved here beside what
actually happened.

Post-race championship snapshot

The FIAâ??s championship-points document records Antonelli on 171 points immediately after Austria,
Russell on 131 and Hamilton on 125. Mercedes led the constructors on 302 points, ahead of Ferrari on
204, McLaren on 159 and Red Bull Racing on 115.
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These are an Austrian post-race snapshot, not todayâ??s live championship table. The British Grand
Prix took place one week later, so readers should use LBRDâ??s British GP result for the next change
in the season narrative. For the form line entering Austria, the Spanish GP result explains why Hamilton
featured so heavily in the old previews.

Who retired in Austria?

Eighteen drivers were classified. Lance Stroll stopped after 45 laps with a suspected ERS problem;
Sainz completed 23 before the suspected electrical failure; Sergio Perez and Valtteri Bottas retired their
Cadillacs after four and two laps respectively, with Formula 1 reporting overheating brakes for both. The
classification lists all four as not classified.

What happened after Austria?

Russellâ??s win was his first since the 2026 season opener in Australia and his seventh career victory.
The schedule then moved to Silverstone, where the championship changed again. Readers following
the current sequence can continue to LBRDâ??s Belgian Grand Prix guide or browse the Sports
section.

Bottom line: Russell converted a 1:06.113 pole into a 1.611-second win over Verstappen, Antonelli
completed the podium and set fastest lap, and the leading strategy required two stops rather than one.
The final classification, not the earlier predictions, is now the durable record for this race weekend.
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