
France vs Spain: World Cup 2026 Semi-Final Preview â?? Dallas Showdown

Description

A mouthwatering World Cup 2026 semi-final awaits at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, as France
and Spain face off on Monday, 14 July, with a place in the final on the line. Two of the most decorated
nations in the history of the competition, they have produced some of the most memorable encounters
in international football â?? and this one promises to be no different.
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The Spain squad touch down in Dallas ahead of Mondayâ??s World Cup 2026 semi-final
against France. Â© RFEF

France: Relentless and Ruthless

Les Bleus arrive in Dallas having delivered one of the most composed tournament campaigns of any
side in the 2026 edition. Didier Deschampsâ?? men navigated a testing group stage before eliminating
Morocco in the quarter-finals, with Marcus Thuram and AurÃ©lien TchouamÃ©ni once again proving
pivotal in a side that blends youthful dynamism with seasoned big-game experience.

Kylian MbappÃ© remains the figurehead â?? a player who consistently elevates his game on the
grandest of stages. At 27 years of age and with multiple World Cup campaigns behind him, MbappÃ©
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is acutely aware that opportunities to lift the trophy are finite. In Texas, he will be desperate to do what
is necessary to ensure France makes it to the final.

Franceâ??s defensive structure has been a hallmark of their run to the semis. They have been difficult
to break down at the back, with TchouamÃ©ni anchoring the midfield and giving the attacking players
the licence to press high and create on the transition. It is a system Deschamps has refined over years,
and one that will be severely tested by Spainâ??s relentless build-up play.

Les Bleus celebrate their World Cup 2026 quarter-final victory over Morocco, booking their
place in Dallas. Â© FFF
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Spain: Unbeaten and Unstoppable

La Roja have been perhaps the most eye-catching side of the entire tournament. Operating with a high
press and a positional fluidity that has confounded opponents at every turn, Spain have strung together
an extraordinary unbeaten run that stretches back well over a year. Their collective approach, built
around the exceptional Lamine Yamal and the engine room of Pedri and Rodri, has drawn widespread
admiration from football observers around the world.

Yamal, still a teenager, has been the breakout star of these Championships â?? a player of
extraordinary technical quality whose low centre of gravity and speed of thought make him virtually
impossible to pin down in one-versus-one situations. Franceâ??s full-backs will face the challenge of
their lives attempting to contain him.

Spainâ??s strength lies in their cohesion. This is not a side built around individual brilliance alone but
around a carefully drilled system that presses intensely without the ball and circulates it with precision
when in possession. Their high defensive line will test the pace and movement of MbappÃ© and
Thuram, and that tactical duel may well be the defining narrative of the match.

The Key Battle: Midfield Control

The contest between TchouamÃ©ni and Rodri promises to be decisive. Rodri, the reigning Ballon
dâ??Or holder, is the heartbeat of Spainâ??s build-up â?? a player who dictates tempo and shields the
defence with metronomic calmness. If France can disrupt his rhythm through TchouamÃ©niâ??s
pressing and physicality, they open the door for their own more direct approach. If Rodri operates
freely, Spain will find ways through.

Verdict

Both sides have the quality to win this match, and the fine margins in knockout football at this level
mean prediction is a hazardous exercise. What is certain is that neutrals worldwide will not want to miss
a minute. A France triumph would set up a final many have been anticipating since the draw; a Spain
victory would confirm La Roja as the form team of the tournament.

The winner will face the victor of the other World Cup 2026 semi-final between England and Argentina
in Atlanta on 15 July. The World Cup final takes place on 19 July in Los Angeles.

Kick-off at AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas is scheduled for Monday, 14 July 2026.
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