
Singapore Branch Annual Filing: A Foreign Company Checklist

Description

A Singapore branch is not a separate Singapore company. Its annual filing is built around the
foreign companyâ??s financial statements and the prescribed foreign-company filing, with
Singapore branch information where required. Start from the foreign entityâ??s financial year
end and ACRAâ??s branch-specific rules; do not copy the annual-return calendar used by a
local private company. ACRA annual filing for foreign companies. ACRA foreign-company EOT guide.

Choose the branch that matches the case

Situation Next step
Head office accounts are ready and
audited where required

Map them to ACRAâ??s filing format and branch
information

Foreign law does not require the same
accounts

Check ACRAâ??s exemption or alternative-document route
before omitting anything

Accounts will not be ready by the
Singapore deadline

Apply for an extension before the deadline and preserve
the reason

Branch status or cessation is changing
Coordinate the annual filing with the separate change or
cessation transaction

What the official record establishes

ACRA annual filing for foreign companies: ACRA sets the head-office and Singapore-branch
financial-statement package and exemption routes.
ACRA foreign-company EOT guide: ACRA states the 60-day extension, eligibility condition,
authorised filers, required information, fee and Bizfile process.

Confirm the registered entity
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Check the foreign company name, Singapore registration number, country of incorporation, local
authorised representatives and financial year end. A group may have both a subsidiary and a branch,
which have different filing obligations. ACRA annual filing for foreign companies.

Use the Bizfile profile as the control sheet and reconcile it to the head-office corporate register.

Build the financial-statement package

The branch filing generally uses the foreign companyâ??s financial statements, prepared and audited
according to the law of incorporation, together with required Singapore branch information. ACRA
annual filing for foreign companies.

Record the reporting currency, period, audit basis and any translation. A management report is not a
substitute for filed financial statements.

Handle exemptions explicitly

Where the foreign jurisdiction does not require publication or audit, ACRA may have a specified
exemption or alternative route. The correct approach is an application or supported filing position, not
silently leaving out documents. ACRA annual filing for foreign companies.

Keep the foreign-law evidence and any ACRA approval in the permanent branch file because the same
question will recur.

Calendar from the right trigger

Build the filing calendar from the foreign companyâ??s financial-year and meeting or filing obligations,
then compare it with ACRAâ??s deadline. Do not assume the six- or seven-month company rule
applies.

Add internal dates for head-office approval, audit completion, translation, local review and upload.

Use extensions before default

If an extension is needed, apply before the deadline, explain the genuine dependency and request only
the time needed. An application does not erase the duty unless granted. ACRA foreign-company EOT
guide.

After submission, retrieve the accepted transaction and verify the financial period and document set
visible in Bizfile.

Reconcile three calendars, not one

Place the foreign companyâ??s reporting cycle, home-jurisdiction approval or AGM requirement and
the Singapore filing obligation on one calendar. Add dates for audit sign-off, translation, branch-account

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 2
Footer Tagline

https://www.acra.gov.sg/manage/companies/legal-requirements-common-offences/annual-filing-for-foreign-companies/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/manage/companies/legal-requirements-common-offences/annual-filing-for-foreign-companies/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/manage/companies/legal-requirements-common-offences/annual-filing-for-foreign-companies/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/manage/companies/legal-requirements-common-offences/annual-filing-for-foreign-companies/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/resources/guides-forms/applying-for-an-eot-to-file-financial-statements-for-foreign-companies/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/resources/guides-forms/applying-for-an-eot-to-file-financial-statements-for-foreign-companies/


preparation, local review and Bizfile submission.

A head-office deadline can be earlier or later than Singaporeâ??s. The local team should calculate its
own latest safe receipt date instead of treating the parentâ??s statutory date as the branch filing plan.

Decide whether the extension route is actually available

ACRAâ??s foreign-company EOT guide describes a 60-day route under section 373(10) for a branch
not required to table financial statements at an AGM in its country of incorporation. Record the foreign-
law answer and evidence before choosing that eService.

If the facts do not fit the stated route, do not submit a convenient declaration. Escalate through the
correct ACRA process, preserve the reason and pay attention to any exemption application that must
be final rather than draft.

Name the owner of every dependency

Assign head-office accounts, branch statements, translation, local review and Bizfile submission to
named people with handoff dates.

A calendar without ownership only records when the failure will become visible.

Verify the submitted period and documents

After filing, compare the acknowledgement with the intended foreign-company name, UEN, financial
year, head-office statements and branch statements. Save the Bizfile message that confirms the
transaction outcome.

A successful payment screen does not prove that the right period or complete document set was
lodged. The readback belongs in the permanent branch compliance file.

Work the example before the real decision

A UK parent and its Singapore branch share a 31 December year end. The local team first confirms
that the registered Singapore entity is a branch, obtains the parentâ??s signed and audited accounts,
maps branch information, and calendars ACRAâ??s foreign-company filing deadline. A delayed group
audit triggers an extension request before default, supported by the audit timetable.

Checklist

1. Confirm branch registration and financial year end
2. Obtain signed foreign-company accounts
3. Document audit and foreign-law requirements
4. Prepare required Singapore branch information
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5. Apply early for any extension
6. Verify the accepted Bizfile readback

Mistakes to avoid

Using a local-company annual return checklist
Filing management accounts
Omitting documents without an exemption
Applying for time after the deadline
Ignoring a changed authorised representative

Related next reads

After identify the correct annual-filing package, deadline and escalation route, a reader can map the
annual-return deadline, or review a financial-year-end change.

Questions readers ask

Is a Singapore branch a separate company?

No. It is the Singapore registration of a foreign company.

Whose accounts are filed?

The filing is based on the foreign companyâ??s financial statements, with branch information as
required.

Can ACRA give more time?

An extension may be available, but it should be sought before the filing deadline.
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