
England 4â??2 Croatia: Goals and Turning Points

Description

England beat Croatia 4â??2 at Dallas Stadium on 17 June 2026 after Harry Kane scored twice in
the first half and Jude Bellingham restored the lead immediately after the interval. Marcus
Rashford supplied the final goal. This is a completed-match record built from FIFA and England
Football sources, not a preview or a claim about Englandâ??s later tournament finish.

FIFAâ??s official match report, the England Football player reaction and FIFAâ??s tournament results
page were reopened on 29 July. They agree on the 4â??2 result and the essential scoring sequence.

The six goals in order

Minute Scorer
Score after

goal
What changed

12
Harry Kane,
penalty

England 1â??0
England converted the early set-piece pressure into a
lead

36 Martin Baturina 1â??1 Croatia erased the advantage

42 Harry Kane England 2â??1 Kane completed his brace before the interval

45+5 Petar Musa 2â??2
Croatia levelled again at the end of first-half stoppage
time

47 Jude Bellingham England 3â??2
England retook the lead almost immediately after the
restart

85 Marcus Rashford England 4â??2 The substitute supplied the late cushion

Four of the six goals came before half-time, leaving the match level despite England twice leading. The
decisive sequence was therefore not Kaneâ??s first goal by itself. It was Englandâ??s response to
conceding in stoppage time: Bellingham scored in the 47th minute, and the side did not surrender a
third equaliser.
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Kane supplied half of Englandâ??s goals

Kane scored two of Englandâ??s four goals, a 50% share of the teamâ??s output in this match.
England Football said the brace took him to ten World Cup goals, level with Gary Linekerâ??s England
mark at that point. That record context comes from the federationâ??s account; it is not an LBRD
estimate.

The number should still be read in match context. Kaneâ??s penalty opened the scoring, and his
second goal restored a 2â??1 lead, but Croatia reached 2â??2 before the interval. Bellinghamâ??s
rapid third goal did more than add to a tally: it changed the state of the match before Croatia could
settle into a second-half defensive plan.

A simple turning-point worksheet

Question
Evidence from the official

accounts
Reasonable conclusion

Did England control the
whole first half?

Croatia equalised twice, including at
45+5

No; the scoreline shows repeated
loss of the lead

What was the clearest
response?

Bellingham scored at 47 minutes
England reset quickly after the
interval

Who provided separation?
Bellingham made it 3â??2; Rashford
made it 4â??2 at 85

The result depended on more than
Kaneâ??s brace

Did the opener prove
tournament success?

It was one Group L match
No; later fixtures need separate
evidence

This distinction matters when revisiting a completed tournament. A dramatic opener can reveal
attacking options and response under pressure, but it cannot establish how a team handled later
opponents. Our England Group L preview records the pre-tournament questions; it should not be read
as if its predictions were results.

What Singapore readers should treat as settled

Result: England 4â??2 Croatia.
Date and venue: 17 June 2026 at Dallas Stadium, according to FIFA.
England scorers: Kane twice, Bellingham and Rashford.
Croatia scorers: Baturina and Musa.
Half-time state: 2â??2 after Musaâ??s stoppage-time equaliser.
Decisive second-half lead: Bellingham at 47 minutes.

Everything beyond those source-led facts needs a label. Calling the second-half response stronger is
an inference from the scoring sequence and official reactions, not a full tactical dataset. LBRD has not
inserted possession, shot or expected-goal numbers because the cited pages used for this update do
not supply a complete, reconciled statistical table.
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How this match fits the finished competition

FIFAâ??s results archive now shows the match within a completed 2026 tournament. Readers looking
for the endpoint should use the verified World Cup final report rather than projecting from Englandâ??s
opening win. Keeping result pages separated by intent avoids rewriting an opener as a tournament
summary.

The original LBRD page used an unrelated 2021 Englandâ??Croatia image and supplied no source
links. This remediation replaces it with an official England Football image from the 2026 Croatia
reaction coverage, adds the controlling sources beside the claims and removes the speculative
headline language.

Three checks for any old match report

First, separate facts available at the final whistle from later tournament knowledge. The 4â??2 score,
scorers and minutes belong to the match record. Spainâ??s later title and Englandâ??s later path
belong to other pages and should not be written back into the opener as though they were known that
night.

Second, check whether a headline overstates one playerâ??s role. Kane scored half of Englandâ??s
goals, but the official sequence also shows Bellingham breaking the 2â??2 tie and Rashford providing
the final margin. A useful recap preserves both the individual record and the team response.

Third, inspect the image caption. The former photograph depicted an Englandâ??Croatia meeting in
2021, not this World Cup match. A generic team image can illustrate a team, but it must not be
presented as the decisive 2026 frame. The replacement shows Tuchel during the correct Croatia match
and says exactly that; it does not claim to show one of the six goals.

Bottom line

Englandâ??s 4â??2 win was a six-goal match with two distinct phases: a 2â??2 first half in which both
England leads disappeared, and a second half in which Bellingham scored at once before Rashford
added late separation. Kaneâ??s brace mattered, but the 47th-minute response is the clearest turning
point in the official timeline. No betting, ticketing, broadcast or affiliated-business CTA is attached to this
record.
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