
England Held By Ghana As Kane Miss Haunts Three Lions In World Cup 2026
Stalemate

Description

Harry Kane will be replaying one moment for days. With three minutes remaining at Gillette Stadium in
Foxborough, a goalless England side were handed the perfect opportunity to break the deadlock. Nico
Oâ??Reillyâ??s header cannoned off the crossbar, and the ball dropped invitingly to Kane â??
Englandâ??s captain, talisman, and record goalscorer â?? in front of an open goal. He skied it over the
bar. The final whistle blew shortly afterwards: England 0-0 Ghana.

In a Group L that England had been expected to top with relative ease, this result leaves Thomas
Tuchelâ??s side with one win and one draw from their opening two fixtures. The 4-2 victory over
Croatia in their opener provides a safety net, but the performance here â?? and particularly the failure
to convert â?? will give the England camp real cause for reflection.

Kane So Close To History

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 1
Footer Tagline

https://littlebigreddot.com/england-4-2-croatia-world-cup-2026-kane/
https://littlebigreddot.com/england-4-2-croatia-world-cup-2026-kane/


COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 2
Footer Tagline



Englandâ??s Three Lions face a must-win final group game after being held to a goalless
draw by Ghana (Source: England Football / The FA)

The cruel irony for Kane is that a goal in this match would have seen him overtake Gary Lineker to
become Englandâ??s all-time top scorer at the FIFA World Cup. Linekerâ??s ten goals, scored across
the 1986 and 1990 tournaments, have stood as the benchmark for Englandâ??s most prolific finishers
for decades. Kane, who has netted five World Cup goals including braces against Tunisia and Senegal,
was agonisingly close to writing himself into history.

Instead, it is a miss that will define the narrative around this performance. Kane had other moments
during the match, though none as clear-cut as that late rebound. His instinct and movement remained
sharp throughout, but the composure deserted him at the critical moment. His double against Croatia
on matchday one had suggested he was in fine scoring form â?? against Ghana, his radar deserted
him when it mattered most.

Ghanaâ??s Black Stars Stand Firm

Credit must go to Ghana for a disciplined and resolute defensive display. Carlos Queiroz â?? whose
career has taken him from coaching Portugal and Real Madrid to the Iranian national side, where his
team famously lost 6-2 to England at the 2022 World Cup â?? had clearly done his homework. The
Black Stars sat compact, denied England the space in behind they crave, and relied on the tireless
Jordan Ayew to press relentlessly from the front.

Ghanaâ??s Black Stars produced a composed and disciplined defensive display to earn a
well-deserved draw (Source: England Football / The FA)

Ayew, now 34, made more high-intensity pressures than any other striker on the opening matchday of
the tournament. His workrate against England was equally relentless, with the Ghana captainâ??s
pressing disrupting Englandâ??s attempts to build from the back and threatening to suffocate Jude
Bellingham and Declan Rice in midfield. Ghanaâ??s win over Panama in their opening fixture had
confirmed their quality as an attacking unit â?? here, they proved equally impressive in defence.

Questions For Tuchel

Jude Bellingham came close to marking what would have been his 50th international appearance with a
decisive contribution, but the gifted midfielder was starved of the space he needs to operate at his most
effective. England had the better of possession and created the clearer chances overall, but
Ghanaâ??s defensive organisation ensured there would be no breakthrough.
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Jordan Pickford and John Stones both edged closer to 14 World Cup appearances for England, with
only Peter Shiltonâ??s 17 remaining ahead of them. But statistical milestones count for little when the
scoreboard reads 0-0 and a qualification place has been left uncertain.

England now need to take points from their final group fixture to guarantee progression. Tuchel will
need answers, and he will need them quickly. His squad possesses the quality to advance deep into
this tournament â?? but this was a sobering reminder that quality counts for nothing without the cutting
edge to go with it. History-making performances have been a defining theme of this 2026 World Cup.
England, and Kane in particular, will be hoping to write a chapter of their own before this group stage is
out.
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