
Elliot Anderson Joins Manchester City on Five-Year Deal

Description

Elliot Anderson has completed a permanent move from Nottingham Forest to Manchester City
and signed a five-year contract. The club confirms the transfer and contract length. It does not
disclose a fee in its signing announcement, so this corrected report removes the previous Â£116 million
figure from the headline, metadata and body.

For readers checking whether the move was merely agreed or fully completed, the status is now clear:
Anderson is a Manchester City player. The more useful next question is what the 23-year-old adds to
the midfield. The answer is supported by verified workload, ball-winning and passing data from
Manchester City and the Premier League.

What is confirmed, and what is not

Claim
Status on 3 September

2026
Evidence treatment

Anderson joined
Manchester City from
Nottingham Forest

Confirmed
Manchester Cityâ??s completed
signing announcement.

Contract length is five
years

Confirmed Stated directly by Manchester City.

Anderson was 23 at
signing

Confirmed
Stated by the club and Premier
League.

The fee was Â£116 million
Not confirmed by the two
controlling sources used
here

Removed from the headline and
copy rather than repeated as fact.

He was the most
expensive English player
ever

Not established by the
controlling sources

Removed. The claim depends on an
undisclosed or consistently reported
fee.
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This is not a claim that no fee reporting exists. It is an editorial boundary: when the buying club and the
league source used for the article do not publish the number, an exact fee should not be converted into
a fact without a transparent, attributable basis. A clean correction is more useful than preserving a
dramatic figure.

The verified 2025/26 workload

Metric
Officially reported

figure
What it indicates

Premier League
touches

3,300, most in the
division

He was deeply involved in Forestâ??s
possession structure.

Possessions won
306, most in the
league

His value includes frequent ball recovery.

Duels won
297, most in the
league

He can survive repeated physical contests.

Fouls won
80, most in the
league

He carried the ball or protected possession
under pressure.

Total passes 2,383, top five The role was not limited to destruction.

Tackles
104, fourth in the
league

His defensive activity was both frequent and
sustained.

Manchester City adds another workload measure: 411 kilometres covered in league play, with only one
player running farther. The club also says Anderson missed just one Premier League match across the
previous two campaigns. Those figures point to availability and repeat intensity, although past durability
cannot guarantee future fitness.

Why City can use him as a number six or number eight

The possession-win and tackle totals support a deeper midfield role. A number six must protect space,
recover loose balls and offer a reliable first pass after regaining possession. Andersonâ??s league-
leading involvement and recovery figures show that he performed those actions at high volume for
Forest.

The touches, passes and fouls-won figures also support a box-to-box number-eight interpretation. He
can receive repeatedly, advance through pressure and connect phases rather than waiting only for
defensive moments. The Premier League analysis explicitly identifies both a deeper number-six use
and a box-to-box number-eight use as plausible options for City.

That does not mean he automatically replaces one established player. Manchester Cityâ??s midfield
structure will depend on the manager, teammates and opponent. The evidence supports role flexibility,
not a guaranteed starting position or a one-for-one succession plan.

Experience at 23
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Manchester City recorded 174 senior club appearances at the time of signing. Its season ledger
attributes two appearances to Newcastle in 2020/21, 21 appearances and seven goals on loan at
Bristol Rovers in 2021/22, another 53 appearances across the next two Newcastle seasons, then 42
and 50 appearances in his two Nottingham Forest campaigns.

The 2025/26 season combined 50 Forest appearances and four goals with an England role at the
World Cup. City describes him as helping England reach the semi-finals and secure the bronze medal.
The experience case is therefore not based only on potential: Anderson arrived with top-flight,
European and international minutes already accumulated.

Two practical caveats for supporters

Undisclosed does not mean zero. It means the exact fee should remain attributed reporting
unless the clubs or a controlling record publish it.
League-leading volume is role-dependent. City may ask Anderson to touch the ball differently
from how Forest used him, so last seasonâ??s rankings are evidence of capability rather than
forecasts.

How the correction changes the page

The former headline treated Â£116 million and a record status as settled facts. The new headline leads
with what readers can verify: a completed Manchester City transfer and five-year deal. The opening
answers status first, the table exposes the evidence boundary, and the rest of the article adds value
through official performance data rather than fee speculation.

For broader market context, our summer transfer report tracks other major moves. Andersonâ??s
international context appears in our England World Cup coverage. Neither linked page is used as
evidence for the contract or the fee.

Bottom line

Anderson is a Manchester City player on a five-year contract. His 2025/26 record supplies a strong,
verifiable case for a high-workload midfielder who can regain possession and circulate the ball. The
exact transfer fee is not confirmed in the club or league sources used here, so the previous Â£116
million assertion has been withdrawn.

Sources and verification

The consequential scores, dates, records and statistics in this article are traced to the governing-body
and competition records below.

Manchester City: completed signing, contract and workload data
Premier League: 2025/26 possession, passing and defensive statistics
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