COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

\5)

CRY. v.C.
=74, par P

Crystal Palace vs Rayo Vallecano: Eagles Eye History in Leipzig UECL Final

Description

When the whistle blows at Leipzig-Stadium on Wednesday evening, two clubs will take their place in
European history. Crystal Palace and Rayo’'Valecano a?? both first-time finalists, both south-side

clubs from rival European capitals 4?? meet in the 2026 UEFA Conference League Final on 27 May,
bidding for the biggest prize either club has ever contested on the cantinent.

A Final Like No Other

This is uncharted territory for both clubs. Crystal Palacea??s previous European experience amounted
to a brief cameo in the 1998 UEFA Intertoto Cup; Rayo Vallecano&a??s only prior continental campaign
ended in a quarter-final exit from the 2000/01 UEFA Cup against fellow Spaniards AlavA©s. The
Conference League has delivered precisely on its founding promise a?? providing a stage for clubs and
fanbases who never expected to find themselves here.

Palace arrive buoyed by recent knockout pedigree. Their 2024/25 FA Cup triumph a?? a famous victory
over Manchester City at Wembley 4?? proved Oliver Glasnera??s side could win under the highest
pressure. In Leipzig, they aim to surpass even that achievement. Both clubs have won eight games and
lost three across the league phase and knockout rounds, and both average around 52% possession
a?? setting up a final between two well-matched, hard-to-beat sides.

Crystal Palacea??s Road to Leipzig

Crystal Palacea??s journey has been the more arduous of the two. Entering in the qualifying play-off
round, they beat Norwegian side Fredrikstad 1-0 on aggregate before navigating a demanding league
phase. A 2-0 win away to Dynamo Kyiv (played in Poland) set the tone early, though defeats to AEK
Larnaca and RC Strasbourg showed Palace were far from untouchable. Wins over AZ Alkmaar and
Shelbourne, plus a draw with KuPS Kuopio, were enough to advance.

The knockout rounds brought increasingly formidable tests. Palace edged past Bosnian side Zrinjski
Mostar 3-1 on aggregate in the knockout play-offs, before a tense two-legged battle with AEK Larnaca
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in the round of 16 4?7? settled only in extra time in Cyprus. Then came the quarter-final: a commanding
3-0 home win at Selhurst Park against Italian giants Fiorentina made the tie as good as done before the
away leg.
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Crystal Palace dismantled Fiorentina 3-0 at Selhurst Park in the quarter-final first leg.
Source: Crystal Palace F.C.
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The semi-final brought Ukrainian giants Shakhtar Donetsk (also playing home games in Krakow,
Poland). Palace won the first leg 3-1 away and progressed to Leipzig to face Rayo Vallecano in what
will be a historic final for both clubs.

IsmaATa Sarr: The Eaglesa?? Talisman

At the heart of Palacea??s campaign has been IsmaA Ta Sarr, the tournamenta??s leading scorer with
nine goals. The Senegalese winger has found the net in each of Crystal Palacea??s last five knockout
matches a?? a run of consistency that no other player in the competition can match. Palacea??s 25
goals make them the highest-scoring side in the 2025/26 Conference League, and much of that threat
runs through Sarra??s direct, explosive style on the right flank.

Glasner has built a team capable of pressing relentlessly and counter-attacking with devastating effect.
Jefferson Lerma provides the midfield engine, while Chadi Riad 4?? who joined from Betis 4?? has
been impressive at the back. YA©remy Pino, who faces his former Villarreal trainee teammate Andrei
RaE?iu across the Leipzig-pitch, adds creativity and pace in the final third.

Rayo Vallecano: Madrida??s/Other Story

From the south of Madrid, in the working-class barrio of Vallecas, Rayo Vallecano bring their own
extraordinary tale to Germany. Manager IA+igo PA©rez, just 38 years old and in his first senior job,
took charge in February 2024 4?? the same month Glasner arrived at Selhurst Park 4?7 and has
guided Rayo through a competition they had no business winning heading into the season.

With 22 goals in the tournament, Rayo are second only to Palace in attack. Brazilian midfielder
AlemA£o (four goals) has been their standout performer, with Asdvaro GarcAa and Isi PalazA3n
contributing three goals each. Like Palace, Rayo have drawn on team cohesion and collective belief
rather than individual star power a?? winning eight matches and losing just three across their full
Conference League campaign.

PAGrez lacks Glasnera??s continental experience a?? the Austrian led Eintracht Frankfurt to the 2022
Europa League title 4?7 but Rayo have proven throughout this campaign that a lack of pedigree is no
barrier to ambition. They have never reached the final of any major Spanish knockout competition
either, making Leipzig a landmark for the club in every sense.
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Crystal Palace won 3-1 in Krakow against Shakhtar Donetsk in the semi-final first leg.
Source: Crystal Palace F.C.

Oliver Glasnera??s Swan Song
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This final carries heightened emotional resonance given that Glasner has confirmed he will leave
Crystal Palace at the end of the season. The Austrian has transformed a club that were battling
relegation when he arrived in early 2024, steering them to an FA Cup and now a European final in
barely two full seasons. Win here and he departs as arguably the greatest manager in Crystal
Palacea??s history 4?? a remarkable legacy in a short tenure.

His Rayo counterpart PAGrez, meanwhile, has everything to gain and nothing to lose. Unencumbered
by expectation, the young manager has been widely praised for his tactical acumen and man-
management throughout the campaign.

Key Connections

The two squads share a surprising web of prior connections that adds further intrigue to the final.
Rayoa??s Andrei RaE?iu and Palacea??s YA©remy Pino were trainees together at Villarreal.
Rayoa??s llias Akhomach and Palacea??s Chadi Riad were contemporaries in the Barcelona youth
academy before playing senior football together at Villarreal from 2023 to 2025. Rayoa??s Nobel
Mendy and Riad crossed paths atBetis/in 2023/24. And Rayo goalkeeper Dani CAjrdenas will know
Palace midfielder Jefferson Lerma well'a?? the /two were at Levante together more than a decade ago.

None of those relationships will matter once the ball is live in'Leipzig. But they add texture to a final
already laden with meaning for both clubs and their supporters.

Match Details

Crystal Palace vs Rayo Vallecano

UEFA Conference League Final 2026

Wednesday, 27 May 2026

Kick-off: 21:00 CEST | 20:00 BST | 03:00 SGT (28 May)
Leipzig Stadium, Leipzig, Germany
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