
Transfer CPF Savings to Family: Work Out the Amount You Can Give

Description

The amount a member can transfer depends on age, relationship and the memberâ??s own retirement
provision.

Spouse transfers can begin above BRS in specified cases, while parent, grandparent and in-law
transfers may require the member to demonstrate FRS coverage, with qualifying property use counted
only under stated conditions.

Name the recipient relationship

CPF Board uses different available-savings rules for spouse, parents, grandparents, siblings and in-
laws. Start with the exact relationship rather than a generic family top-up label. (CPF Board transfer
limits)

The giving member position changes below and above age 55 because the relevant accounts and
retirement-sum checks differ. Record both ages and citizenship or permanent-resident status before
using a calculator result.

A spouse transfer can generally use available savings after BRS, while other relationships may require
FRS coverage. The Retirement Dashboard gives the current case-specific maximum and should control
the application.

Situation What changes
Transferring to spouse Check the BRS-based available amount

Transferring to parents or grandparents Test property and FRS conditions

Transferring to siblings or in-laws Expect the stricter FRS threshold

Seeking tax relief Use the cash top-up rules, not a CPF transfer assumption

Related: review the five planning benchmarks
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Use property only where permitted

For specified parent or grandparent transfers, CPF savings used for a qualifying property, including
accrued interest, may help demonstrate FRS coverage after BRS is set aside. The remaining lease
must meet the age-95 condition. A property value estimate is not the same as the CPF principal and
interest amount recognised by the rule. (CPF Board family top-up guide)

Even if the giver has available savings, the recipient top-up limit can reduce the amount accepted.
Open both sides of the transaction and avoid promising a family member a figure before the CPF
service confirms it.

Tax relief may be available for qualifying cash top-ups, but moving existing CPF savings is a different
transaction. Compare the cash and CPF routes on liquidity, tax, recipient account and irreversibility.

Example: A member has S$70,000 OA above the amount needed to meet the applicable threshold, but
the recipient has only S$25,000 of top-up room. The working maximum cannot exceed S$25,000 even
before CPF confirms other conditions. This is a worked constraint example.

Treat the transfer as a retirement gift

Once transferred, the money belongs in the recipient CPF account under its withdrawal and payout
rules. Document the purpose and confirm the giver still meets housing and retirement needs after the
transfer.

Related: map the retirement-income stack
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