
Xabi Alonsoâ??s Chelsea Make Their Mark Down Under: Pre-Season 2026 in
Australia

Description

The Xabi Alonso era at Chelsea has officially arrived â?? and the opening chapter is being written
under the Australian sun. Chelseaâ??s pre-season 2026 Australia tour has offered an unmistakable
glimpse of what life under the Spaniard will look like: goals, attacking intent, and an abundance of new
faces. Spanning four countries across eleven days, the tour is already the most anticipated Blues
summer programme since the Abramovich years.

Chelsea Pre-Season 2026 Australia: The 6-4 Western Sydney
Spectacular

The curtain-raiser came on 28 July at CommBank Stadium in Sydney, where Chelsea faced Western
Sydney Wanderers. Any expectation of a gentle warm-up was quickly dispelled. New signing Dastan
Satpayev â?? the Kazakhstan international who joined from Red Bull Leipzig â?? opened the scoring
after just five minutes, and the match never looked back.

Chelsea ran out 6-4 winners in a match that was, to put it mildly, eventful. Joao Pedro was the headline
act of the second half, netting a hat-trick in the space of nine minutes. Jamie Gittens, introduced after
the hour, made an immediate impact from the bench. Dario Essugo added another, and though
Wanderers showed admirable spirit, Chelseaâ??s firepower ultimately told.
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Xabi Alonso on the touchline during Chelseaâ??s pre-season 2026 Australia tour against
Western Sydney Wanderers. Source: Chelsea FC (chelseafc.com)

Alonso, who has overseen a sweeping Chelsea rebuild through the summer, was measured but
optimistic in his post-match assessment. â??I think that this friendly is going to be very useful for the
future,â?• he said. â??There were moments in the game that we were struggling to find solutions, and
we need to have this experience. The positive is that we corrected them.â?• The recurring theme from
Alonsoâ??s Leverkusen years â?? a focus on process over immediate result â?? is already evident at
Stamford Bridge.

There was one note of concern. Romeo Lavia missed the Wanderers match with a minor hamstring
issue. The Belgian, one of Chelseaâ??s finest performers last season, is expected to be assessed
ahead of Saturdayâ??s London derby, though the club are understandably cautious.
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Morgan Rogers and Chelseaâ??s Summer Arrivals

If the Western Sydney match was entertaining, the broader context of Chelseaâ??s summer makes it
even more compelling. England international Morgan Rogers, who joined from Aston Villa for a
reported Â£117 million, arrives as one of the most expensive signings in Premier League history. The
23-year-old forward brings pace, directness, and a proven record of combining goals and assists at the
highest level. Rogers participated in this summerâ??s FIFA World Cup and is widely expected to be
Alonsoâ??s attacking fulcrum in the season ahead.

Morgan Rogers completes his move to Chelsea FC. Source: Chelsea FC (chelseafc.com)

Portugalâ??s Geovany Quenda â?? signed from Sporting Lisbon on a long-term deal through to 2034
â?? offers explosive creativity from wide positions, while Italian international Marco Palestra from
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Atalanta has bolstered the defensive options. Satpayev himself, only 22 and emerging rapidly at
international level, announced himself with that crisp early goal against the Wanderers.

Marco Palestra, Chelseaâ??s Italian summer signing from Atalanta. Source: Chelsea FC
(chelseafc.com)

Alonso has spoken repeatedly of wanting depth, versatility, and a high-pressing style. The squad he
has assembled fits that profile â?? and Chelseaâ??s Australia leg has provided a compelling first
glimpse of it in action.

The Sydney Derby: Chelsea vs Tottenham, and What Comes
Next
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On 1 August, Chelsea face Tottenham Hotspur at Allianz Stadium in Sydney â?? a London derby given
an unexpected and thrilling Southern Hemisphere setting. Spurs, under Roberto De Zerbi, were held 1-
1 by Sydney FC earlier in the week before advancing on penalties. The derby will provide the clearest
indication yet of where both sides stand ahead of the Premier League kick-off on 22 August.

After Sydney, Chelseaâ??s tour continues to Hong Kong (Juventus, 5 August), Jakarta (AC Milan, 8
August), and Johor Bahru (JDT, 9 August). Much like Manchester Unitedâ??s pre-season journey,
Chelseaâ??s summer has been about building momentum, sharpening combinations, and bedding in
new signings ahead of a Premier League campaign expected to be fiercely contested. Under Xabi
Alonso, there is genuine optimism that this Chelsea side can challenge for the title from the opening
weekend.

Read more sports news at Little Big Red Dot.
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