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Canada vs Bosnia-Herzegovina: World Cup 2026 Group B Preview a?? A Nation
Finally On Home Soil

Description

Canada vs Bosnia-Herzegovina opens at Torontoa??sBMO Field on Friday evening 4?72 the first time
Canada have hosted a World Cup match on home soil. For a pation that last appeared at a World Cup
in 1986, and never won a game in that campaign, this is no ordinaryfixture. A packed Canadian crowd
will witness a moment four decades in the making.

Jesse Marscha??s squad is full of genuine quality. Jonathan David, the Juventus striker with 39
international goals in 65 caps, leads the line. Alphonso Davies (Bayern Munich), Stephen EustAjquio
(Porto) and Tajon Buchanan (Villarreal) provide the technical backbone, while Alistair Johnston (Celtic)
and Derek Cornelius (Marseille) shore up a competitive defence. a??It is an honour to name our squad
for a World Cup on home soil,a? said Marsch. 4??These players reflect the many communities,
cultures, and journeys that make up this country.a?e
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Canadaa??s Home Advantage And A Historic Opportunity

The atmosphere at BMO Field in Toronto will be unlike anything Canadian football has ever
experienced. Canada went 2-0 against Uzbekistan and drew 1-1 with the Republic of Ireland in their
pre-tournament send-off matches, showing the squad arrives in form and focused. The message from
the camp has been clear: this is not a team here to participate. They are here to advance.

On paper, Group B is manageable. Alongside Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada face Qatar (18 June,
Vancouver) and Switzerland (24 June, Vancouver). Switzerland are the clear group favourites, which
makes this opening match against Bosnia a pivotal one a?? effectively a battle for second place from
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the very first whistle. Three of the four teams advance to the Round of 32 in the expanded 48-team
format, but Canada will not be content with the minimum.

Canada have never gone beyond the group stage at a World Cup. With the historic advantage of
playing at home, Marscha??s side have a genuine opportunity to make history. It mirrors in some ways
Englanda??s position in Group L &?? another powerful nation playing on home soil, carrying the weight
of decades of expectation into this tournament.

Bosnia-Herzegovina: Shock Qualifiers With A Match-Winner

Do not be deceived by Bosniad??s underdog tag. They qualified from UEFA qualifying in dramatic
fashion 4?? knocking out Italy on penalties in the play-off semi-final. That alone tells you everything
about their mentality and their ability to perform under the highest possible pressure.

Ermedin DemiroviA? arrives in blistering form after scoring 12 Bundesliga goals for VB Stuttgart this
season. The 27-year-old was instrumental in Stuttgarta??s Champions League qualification and will be
Bosnia&d??s primary attacking-threat, He is quick, clinical, and experienced at the top of European club
football 4?? Jonathan Davida??s direct counterpart at the other end of the pitch.

This is only Bosniaa??s second-ever World Cup appearance. The first came in 2014, when they had
Edin DA%eko in his prime. This squad lacks a DA%.eko-level talisman but compensates with team
organisation, tactical discipline, and the experience of having beaten Italy to reach this stage. Coach
Sergej JakiroviA? has built a compact, resilient side that will not be overawed by either the occasion or
the home crowd.
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Key Matchups: David Against Bosniaa??s Defence, Davies
Down The Left

Jonathan David vs Bosniaa??s centre-backs a?? David has 39 goals in 65 caps, a staggering ratio
for any striker at international level. He is the penalty taker, the target man, and the lead striker all rolled

into one. Quick across short distances, intelligent in movement, and deadly in the box, David will be the
player Bosnia build their defensive shape around. If Canada can create for him, the goals will come.
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Alphonso Davies on the left flank 4?? one of the fastest players in world football, Davies offers
constant width and carries the ball forward at terrifying pace from deep positions. Containing Davies
across 90 minutes is one of the most difficult assignments in international football, and Bosniaa??s right
side will be under sustained pressure from the opening whistle. His crosses and cut-backs will be a
constant source of danger for the Canadian attack.

For full context on the World Cup 2026 tournament structure and scheduling, see our FIFA World Cup
2026 Opening Match Guide.

A Nation Ready To Roar

Canadaa??s 1986 World Cup squad did not win a single match, finishing bottom of their group without
scoring a goal. Forty years on, this squad enters as genuine contenders to advance from the group
stage for the very first time in their history.

a??We invite everyone to be part of this journey with us,a?e Marsch said. The players have echoed that
sentiment at every turn. Canada isready to roar 4?? and on home soil, in front of a nation that has
been waiting four decades for this'moment, tonight is where that journey begins.

Match details: Canada vs Bosnia-Herzegovina | Group B | FIEA,World Cup 2026 | Friday, 12 June
2026 | 3pm ET | BMO Field, Toronto | Live on TSN, CTV, and Crave, (Canada).
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