
Austrian Grand Prix 2026 Qualifying: Antonelli in Command as the Heat Rises at
the Red Bull Ring

Description

Kimi Antonelli set the benchmark in Fridayâ??s free practice sessions at the Red Bull Ring, and
Austrian Grand Prix 2026 qualifying on Saturday at 4pm local time (10pm Singapore) will reveal
whether Mercedesâ?? teenage sensation can translate pace to pole position. Here is what to expect
from a qualifying session that could define Sundayâ??s race.

Antonelliâ??s Practice Pace Sets the Standard

Andrea Kimi Antonelli, 19, was outstanding in FP1 at the Red Bull Ring, posting the fastest time of the
session and asserting himself at the head of the timesheet in the thin alpine air of Spielberg. The Italian
has been one of the seasonâ??s revelations â?? heading into the Austrian GP race week,
Mercedesâ?? data confirmed the W17 is well-matched to the low-drag demands of this circuit.
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Kimi Antonelli in action during Friday practice at the Red Bull Ring. Photo: Formula 1
(official)

FP2 was interrupted by a red flag triggered mid-session by Sergio Perez, curtailing some teamsâ??
long-run programmes. The stoppage shuffled the afternoon order but did little to dent Antonelliâ??s
overall advantage in pace through the fast corners of Sectors 1 and 2.

Hamilton and Ferrari Under Pressure

Lewis Hamiltonâ??s Austrian Grand Prix 2026 qualifying performance will be closely watched. Hamilton
won brilliantly in Barcelona to give Ferrari their standout result of the season, but the Scuderia have
struggled to replicate that pace in subsequent rounds. A grid position outside the top three at the Red
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Bull Ring â?? a circuit with limited overtaking opportunities â?? would compromise Sundayâ??s
strategy considerably.

The championship fight remains tight heading into Austria. Ferrari need qualifying pace to compete, and
the 30Â°C-plus temperatures this weekend add tyre management complexity that could expose
vulnerabilities in either package during the critical Q3 window.

The Red Bull Ring: A Circuit That Rewards the Brave

The Red Bull Ring is one of the shortest and most intense venues on the Formula 1 calendar. Located
in the Austrian Alps at roughly 700 metres elevation, its lap time barely exceeds a minute, meaning
sessions can shift rapidly with a single inspired lap. The circuit rewards setups that prioritise low drag
on the two long straights while maintaining sufficient downforce through the fast sweeps of Sectors 1
and 2.
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Friday practice was halted by a red flag, disrupting some teamsâ?? long-run programmes.
Photo: Formula 1 (official)

Turn 3 â?? the tight right-hander leading onto the main straight â?? is the circuitâ??s critical point.
Traction there dictates performance on the longest straight, where top speeds determine whether a car
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can attack or defend into Turn 4 at the top of the hill. Teams running bold downforce levels accept
exposure on the straights in exchange for superior speed through the sweeps.

Austrian Grand Prix 2026 Qualifying: Who Can Challenge
Antonelli?

Max Verstappen knows the Red Bull Ring intimately after years of dominant performances here.
Despite Red Bullâ??s difficult 2026 season, Verstappenâ??s qualifying ability at this specific venue
makes him a pole threat regardless of broader car pace. He will not give up pole without a fight.

Lando Norris and McLaren impressed in practice and will be factored in heavily. McLarenâ??s tyre
management in the heat has been a consistent strength this season, which augurs well for their
qualifying pace when track temperatures peak during the Q3 window. Carlos Sainz and the midfield
runners are also worth watching â?? at the Red Bull Ringâ??s short lap, the gaps between teams
compress, and unexpected names can find their way into Q3 when circuit characteristics align with their
carâ??s strengths.

Qualifying is at 4pm CEST on Saturday, with the race on Sunday afternoon. For live lap times, reaction
and a full race preview, follow the Little Big Red Dot Sports section and our Austrian Grand Prix 2026
race week guide.
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