
Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham: Gallagher And Richarlison Lift Spurs Out Of The Drop
Zone

Description

Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham turned the bottom-of-the-table battle on its head on Sunday night, with
Conor Gallagher and Richarlison striking inside 25 minutes to lift Spurs out of the Premier League
relegation zone for the first time in months. A late Emi Buendia header gave Villa Park a flicker of hope,
but Tottenhamâ??s away end was already in full voice â?? back-to-back league wins, three games to
play, survival within reach.

Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham: Gallagher and Richarlison turn the
screw

Thomas Frankâ??s side arrived at Villa Park 19th and a point inside the drop zone, with the visiting
supporters chewing their nails through every Premier League update. Within 12 minutes, the entire
mood had shifted. Kevin Dansoâ??s long throw was nodded down to the edge of the area, where
Conor Gallagher took one composed touch and drilled a low strike into the bottom corner from 25
yards â?? his first goal in a Spurs shirt since his summer arrival, and arguably the most important he
will ever score for the club.
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The visitors barely paused for breath. Joao Palhinha rattled the upright with another long-ranger that
Emiliano Martinez did remarkably well to tip onto the woodwork, and Randal Kolo Muani forced a fine
block from the Argentine after a Mathys Tel cross. The pressure paid off on 25 minutes. Telâ??s corner
caused chaos, the half-clearance fell back to Danso, and from the second phase Telâ??s left-footed
delivery was met by an unanswerable header from Richarlison â?? his first ever goal against Aston
Villa, and a release of the past 18 months of frustration written all over his knee-slide.
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Survival fight: where the Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham result leaves
the table

The numbers tell the story. Tottenham move to 17th on 37 points â?? a single point above West Ham in
the final relegation place â?? with three games left. Aston Villa, beaten on home soil by a side they had
every reason to dispatch, slip out of the Champions League places and into a five-team scrap for a top-
six finish. For Unai Emery, who came into this run looking to seal a return to Europeâ??s top table, the
timing could hardly be worse.

Villa had chances â?? Tammy Abraham was denied by a superb covering tackle from Micky van de
Ven, while Tyrone Mings angled a header just over the bar â?? but until the 96th minute they hadnâ??t
tested Antonin Kinsky in the Spurs goal. That changed when substitute Buendia rose to meet Matty
Cashâ??s cross and arrowed a header into the top corner. Villa Park rose, the away end held its
breath, and the final whistle came almost immediately afterwards.
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Tactical takeaways from Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham

Frankâ??s bravest call was the inclusion of Richarlison from the start, one of four changes from last
weekendâ??s win over Wolves. The Brazilian was direct, physical and a constant problem alongside
Kolo Muani, while Tel â?? restored on the right of the front three â?? looked Spursâ?? liveliest creator.
Behind them, the Bentancurâ??Gallagherâ??Palhinha midfield was relentless without the ball, ending
the night having won the vast majority of duels and blocked countless shots and crosses.
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Villa, by contrast, struggled to impose themselves on a back four marshalled by Danso and the
imperious van de Ven. Morgan Rogers worked himself into a couple of half-openings, Jadon Sancho
was largely peripheral, and Emery only turned to Ollie Watkins on the hour mark â?? by which point the
visitors were already in control. The home crowdâ??s irritation at the substitution patterns was audible
long before Buendiaâ??s late consolation.

Whatâ??s next after Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham

For Spurs the run-in is brutal but no longer hopeless. Two more wins from three is likely to be enough;
one more might do it given the goal-difference cushion this result has built. The away support left
Birmingham believing again, and rightly so â?? they have just produced back-to-back league wins for
the first time all season. Villa, meanwhile, must regroup quickly, with a top-five finish still mathematically
possible but considerably harder than it looked at kick-off.

Beyond the survival arithmetic, thereâ??s something else to take from this performance: the players ran
for one another, fans and team were aligned, and on a night when neither commodity has been
guaranteed, both showed up. Read our pre-match Aston Villa vs Tottenham preview for the build-up,
our Newcastle 3-1 Brighton match report from the same weekend, and the wider EPL weekend recap
for how the title and relegation pictures look heading into the final fortnight. Find more coverage on our
Sports hub.

Match data: Aston Villa 1-2 Tottenham

Goals: Aston Villa â?? Buendia 90+6; Spurs â?? Gallagher 12, Richarlison 25.
Venue: Villa Park.
Attendance: 42,767.
Referee: Sam Barrott.
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