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Argentina vs Egypt: World Cup 2026 Round of 16 4?? Messi, Salah and History in
Atlanta

Description

The streets of Atlanta are buzzing with anticipation as’/Argentina face Egypt in the World Cup 2026
Round of 16, a fixture that pits the reigning champions and their/talismanic captain Lionel Messi
against the Pharaohs, who have captured hearts and headlines with.their unexpected run to the
knockout stage. Kick-off at Mercedes-Benz Stadium is set for noon ET on Tuesday, 7 July 2026, and
football fans across the globe &?7? including millions of passionate supporters across Asia a?? will be
locked in.

Argentina vs Egypt World Cup 2026: La Albiceleste in
Irresistible Form
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Source: Argentiné Football Association official website (afa.com.ar)

Argentina arrive at this Argentina vs Egypt World Cup 2026 showdown in commanding form. Four
matches into the tournament, Lionel Messi has been named Player of the Match three times a?? a
statistic that underlines just how far the 38-year-old continues to defy the march of time. His partnership
with Lautaro MartAnez up front and the engine work of Rodrigo De Paul in midfield have given Lionel
Scalonia??s side a devastating blend of craft and industry that few sides in this tournament can match.
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Scaloni spoke with quiet confidence in his pre-match press conference ahead of Tuesdaya??s clash.
a??We are prepared for whatever comes,a?e the Argentina coach said, a simple statement that carried
the weight of a team that knows itself inside out. Argentina qualified for the 2026 World Cup unbeaten
through South American qualifying, and they have carried that composure into this North American
tournament with authority. Their Round of 32 victory included a memorable clash in Miami a?? a match
where Messia??s brilliance once again lit up the World Cup stage a?? and the hunger for another deep
run is evident in every training session.

The appointment of French referee FranA§ois Letexier to officiate Tuesdaya??s match underlines its
status as one of the tournamenta??s most anticipated Round of 16 ties.

Egypta??s Miracle Run: Salah, Marmoush and the Dream of
History
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Source: Argentine Football Association official website (afa.com.ar)

For Egypt, simply being here feels like a historic achievement. The Pharaohs qualified for the 2026
World Cup unbeaten &?? eight wins from ten qualifying matches 4?? and they seized their group stage
berth with both hands. Their reward came in a dramatic penalty shootout victory over Australia in the
Round of 32 that will live long in Egyptian football memory.
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In that pulsating last-32 tie, Emam Ashour gave Egypt the lead with a thumping header after just 13
minutes. Australia equalised through an unfortunate Mohamed Hany own goal, and after 120 gruelling
minutes of drama a?? including extra time that stretched both squads physically and mentally 4?7
Egypt held their nerve from the spot to win 4-2 on penalties, reaching the World Cup Round of 16 for
the first time in their history. The celebrations across Cairo and Egypta??s football-mad communities
around the world were extraordinary.

The central figure, of course, is Mohamed Salah. The 33-year-old winger entered the Australia match
carrying a hamstring concern, at times appearing reluctant to sprint at full speed during the gruelling
120-minute contest. A fully fit Salah against Argentina could create genuine moments of danger, and
Egypta??s coaching staff will have done everything possible to ensure he is ready for the biggest match
of his international career. Alongside him, Manchester Citya??s Omar Marmoush offers directness and
creativity that will test Argentinad??s defensive organisation.

The tournament has already shown that no team is safe in these knockout rounds. Norwaya??s
stunning 2-1 victory over five-time champions Brazil proved that form and expectation mean little once
the knockout stage begins. Could Egypt produce their own seismic upset?

Tactical Outlook: How the Mateh-Could Unfold

Argentina will set up in their familiar 4-3-3 shape, with Messi drifting from the right to find pockets
between the lines and link play through De Paul and the midfield. Scalonia??s side press high,
transition quickly, and are adept at controlling possession when needed &4?? qualities that will test an
Egyptian back line that has been resolute throughout but has not yet faced quality of this calibre.

The key battle could centre on Egypta??s ability to stay compact and use Marmousha??s movement to
exploit transitions. If the Pharaohs can keep the score level in the opening exchanges and force
Argentina into frustration, the tension inside Mercedes-Benz Stadium could become extraordinary. But
Argentinada??s quality in set-piece situations and Messia??s uncanny ability to find solutions in tight
moments make them overwhelming favourites.

Look for Argentina to prevail in a match that will be closer than the odds suggest 4?? a 2-1 win, with
Messi inevitably leaving his mark on another World Cup occasion. Whatever happens inside Mercedes-
Benz Stadium, this is a story worth watching. Whether Messi adds another chapter to his remarkable
legacy or Salah writes the most stunning upset in Egyptian football history, the Argentina vs Egypt
World Cup 2026 Round of 16 is unmissable. For more World Cup coverage, visit our Sports section.
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