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The Albatross File At National Library: SG60 History Guide For Curious Readers

Description

The Albatross File is one of the'mere serious SG60 history stops in Singapore because it slows down a
familiar story: how Singapore moved from merger with, Malaysia to separation and independence in
August 1965.

BiblioAsiaa??s official feature says the newly declassified documents and oral history accounts were
launched with a permanent exhibition, The Albatross File: Singaporea??s Independence Declassified,
and a book titled The Albatross File: Inside Separation. For visitors, the value is in reading primary
materials rather than only revisiting the headline outcome.

Why It Matters

The Albatross File was kept by Goh Keng Swee and contains Cabinet papers, memoranda and
handwritten notes around the tense months before separation. Seeing those materials reframes the
story as a sequence of negotiations, judgments and risks rather than a single national myth.

The BiblioAsia article is useful before visiting because it explains Goha??s role, the historical context
and the documents on display. It also points readers to how records, oral histories and public memory
fit together in the broader independence story.

Subject: Singaporea??s separation from Malaysia and the road to independence.
Key figure: Goh Keng Swee.

Materials: declassified records, notes, oral histories and archival documents.
Venue context: National Library Building and National Archives material.
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The Albatross File feature shows Goh Keng Sweea??s handwritten notes from July 1965.

How To Approach The Visit

Give the exhibition time. This is not a light photo stop; it rewards slow reading and attention to
chronology. Start with the broad timeline, then move into documents and oral history accounts so the

political choices become easier to follow.

Students can use the visit to compare public speeches, private notes and later oral histories. That helps
separate what leaders knew at the time from what Singaporeans understand with decades of hindsight.

Read BiblioAsiad??s The Architect of Separation feature and the official exhibition guide before going.

For more learning-focused outings, visit our Education section.

¢ Best for: history readers, students and SG60 visitors.

¢ Plan for reading rather than rushing.
e Pair it with other National Library stops around Bras Basah and Bugis.
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https://biblioasia.nlb.gov.sg/all-sections/vol-22-issue-1-apr-jun-2026-the-architect-of-separation/
https://file.go.gov.sg/albatrossguide-english.pdf
https://littlebigreddot.com/category/education/
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2 PROCLAMATION OF STHGAPOHE

T
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PRIME MINISTER,
SINGAPDORE,

WHEREAS it is the imalienzile vigat of o people o

ta fres ond independent;

AND WHEREAS Malayain wasn ostablisked on the 16th day
of Soptamber; 1963, by & federation of the exlsting sfetes
of the Federaticn of Malaya and the States of Sebak, Sarawal

and Fingupors inte ome ‘independent and soverelgn matlon)

AND VHEREAS by an.Agréesent made on

the seventh dey

of Kugaet in the yoar ono fToousond mine medred and aixiy-

five betwion the Government of Nalayaia of thoe one part

and the Sovernment of Singapore of the ather part it was

agrosd that Singapors shoold comes o0 be a state of | Malaysia

and phould thereupen bocoze an lndependent and soverelgn

ptate and nati fm and independent of Malaysin;

AN 1 Iv by the parties to the
! onid Agrossant that, upos th tia (ra

Malaysin, The Government of Malaysis :ha‘.l.

govarelgaty und jurisdiction im respect of Simgipors mark

that the sald soversigaty and juripdiotion shell on suok

relingoinheent weat in the Jovern=ent of Slngapore ]
AND WHERERS by & Proclesation duied the ninth day
of Agguet in the year ooe thousand mipe hundred amd sixey-

Pl

five The Prizs Mipleter of Malaysia Tanlou Abdu
Patra Al-Haj Ibtal Alsarhuz Sultan Abdul Hausid |
did proclals snd declare that Singapord shall
ointh day of duguet in the year coe toossand n
and glxty-five cense 0 e A etate of Malayelim
begome an independent and scverdign state and |
goparate from and independent of Malayula and
as gechn by the Government of Halaysia.

fow T 1ER HKUAR YEW Priee Minleter of Sin,
DO EEREEY FROCLAIE ARD BECLARE on bwehall of th
and tha Government of Singapore that as fres ©
ninth dey of Migdat in tho yesr coe thoussnd =
il eixty=-Tive Singagore shall bBa Torever & 09
demcoratic and independsnt mation, founded upo
of liverty and justice und ever seeking the wo

nappioess of her people ln & =ore just and egu

M.,.

Dated the Sth doy of Anguat, 19635.

The Proclamation of Singapore image is part of the official BiblioAsia feature.

Location Notes

e National Library Building

Date Created
04/06/2026
Author
claratan
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=100%20Victoria%20Street%20Singapore

